




Millions of children in rural India are deprived of clean and affordable light, thus affecting their 

education. Million Solar Urja Lamp (SoUL) Program, an initiative of Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay 
has lightened up the lives of more than one million people in a short span of a year. Under this program, 
solar study lamps were distributed to school going children residing in rural areas. Another dimension of 
the program is to transfer knowledge and skills about basic solar photovoltaic technology to local people, 
and helping them to become self sufficient in repairing and maintaining solar lamps. 
 
This booklet contains more than 50 individual stories illustrating impact of program on the lives and 
livelihoods of the people associated with it. These stories demonstrate how a small intervention like solar 
study lamp can bring positive transformation in lives of individuals. These stories cover various 
stakeholders such as beneficiary students and their families, assemblers, distributors and service repair 
centers managers. Through this program we endeavor to touch many more lives and try to make a 
difference! 

 
 

PREFACE 





India being a ‘young country’, with 350 million children less than 14 years of age, school education 

becomes imperative for future of the country. However, 7.8 Crore households use kerosene as a primary 
source of lighting. Many young students going to schools either do not have access to alternate light 
source or experience erratic supply of electricity, both of which affect their study during evening hours. 
Given for study purpose a small requirement of 0.73 kWh of electricity for 4 hours in the evening per 
year; it is feasible to provide solar solution to rural children at affordable cost. The Million Solar Urja Lamp 
(SoUL) program aims to provide clean light for study purpose to every child in the country, in the fastest 
possible way, and in the most cost-effective manner. 
It is desirable that a countrywide large-scale solar lamp program must address, simultaneously, the issues 
of Scale, Speed and Skill. The Million Solar Urja Lamp (SoUL) Program, an initiative by Indian Institute of 
technology, Bombay is based on a similar model that focuses on the localization of solar energy. In this 
model, local people are involved in the assembly; distribution and maintenance of the solar lamp. In order 
to achieve scale, the model is designed in such a manner that it can be replicated in multiple blocks, 
across districts and states parallelly. Achieving speed required assembly and distribution for any block to 
be completed in 90 days. In order to target skill development, rural people are trained in the assembling, 
distribution and repair of these lamps in their local areas.  
 
The Million SoUL Program has integrated IIT Bombay’s technical expertise in solar lamp technology, 
operations and concurrent evaluation, and impact analysis. IIT Bombay is the central coordinating agency 
for this program. Assembly-cum-distribution centers are established at the block level, in the premises of 
partner NGOs. Locals from the block are hired and trained to assemble quality solar lamps, and to 
campaign and distribute the lamps to the target beneficiaries (i.e. the school students). The components 
for assembling the lamps are sourced from 4 different vendors, and supplied directly to the assembly 
centers. At the centers, the components are assembled into Solar Urja Lamps (SoUL). The quality of the 
lamp is ensured through rigorous testing, both before and after assembly.  SoULs are then sold at 
discounted prices to students through their schools, with the aim to saturate each block by selling one 
lamp per school child. Basic information about every beneficiary is recorded. Further, SoUL Repair/ 
Resource Centers (SRCs) are set up in the blocks to ensure the long-term use of the lamps and 
sustainability of this initiative. This service facility is provided for free to students for one year (until Dec 
2015).  
The Million SoUL Program has outreach in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and 
Orissa, covering 48,908.13 sq. kilometers across 22 districts, 72 blocks, 7,900 villages. There are 36 
assembly and distribution centers and 260 SRCs in operation, with 1040 trained manpower. 7,35,,000 
lamps have been distributed (and that many students beneficiaries) in just 9 months, between July 2014 
to March 2015.  
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यभेळ वीतायाभ कोयडा शा मुलक मभमरमन वोर मा 
प्रकल्ऩाभध्मे एव.आय.वी.भेनेजय ऩदालय काभ कयीत 
शोता. वीतायाभ शा नाॊगयभोडा गालात याशतो. 
मवतायाभ च े मळषण फी.ए. ऩमंत झारे आशे. मळषण 
अवूनशी नोकयी मभऱत नवल्माभुऱे वीतायाभ पक्त 
ळेतीलयच आऩरा उदायननलााश कयीत अवे. कुटुॊफाभध्मे 
ऩत्नी, रशान भुरगा आणण आई लडीर आशेत. २ 
एकय जमभनीत ते कवेफवे ळेती कयतात. 
 
वीतायाभचा स्लबाल रशानऩणाऩावून ळाॊत ल बोऱा 
आशे. फशुतेक करून कोणात मभऱत मभवऱत नवे. 
प्रकल्ऩ दयम्मान वीतायाभ फाएप आमोजजत प्रमळषण 
कामाक्रभाव आरा. नतथे त्माने प्रकल्ऩाची भाहशती 
घेतरी ऩयॊतु काभ कयण्माचे धाडव शोत नव्शते. फयेच 
हदलव रोटल्मानॊतय वीतायाभ एक हदलव अवेंफरी 
वेंटय मेऊन आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई च्मा प्रळाॊत माॊना 
बेटरा आणण त्मारा शे काभ जभेर का शे वलचायत 
काभ कयण्माची इच्छा दाखलरी. चचे नॊतय वलतयक 
म्शणून काभ कयण्माचे त्माने नक्की केरे. वीतायाभने 
भहशन्माबयात १२०० हदले वलतयीत केरे. 
 
प्रकाल्ऩादम्माान वीतायाभ लायॊलाय इतय वलतयकाॊच्मा 
वॊऩकाात मेऊ रागरा. शऱू शऱू वलांयोफय फोरामरा 
रागरा, मळषकाॊवोफत वलड व्शामरा रागरे. त्माच्मा 
व्मजक्तभत्त्लात अभुराग्र फदर झारा.त्माचा 
आत्भवलश्लाव लाढरा. वलतयण वॊऩल्मानॊतय वीतायाभ 
एव.आय.वी. भेनेजय म्शणून ननमुक्त झारा. 
प्रकाल्ऩादम्माान वीतायाभरा ३५००० रुऩमे मभऱारे. 
त्मा मभऱारेल्मा ऩैळातून वीतायाभने १२०० रुऩमाॊचा 
भोफाईर आणण १६००० रुऩमाॊची स््रेंडय (दचुाकी) 
वलकत घेतरी. मभमरमन वोर प्रकल्ऩाभधून 
मभऱारेल्मा आत्भवलश्लावाभुऱे इतयत्र काभाॊचा ळोध 
घेऊ रागरा. त्मारा मवजेंटा पौंडळेन भध्मे काभारा 
रागरा. नतथे काभ कयताना आता तो ३० गालाॊभधीर 
२०० ते ३००  ळेताकमांच्मा वम्ऩकाात आशे. 
ळेतकऱमाॊचा भार घेऊन तो भुॊफई भधीर लाळी 
भाकेटरा जातो. अळाप्रकाये वीतायाभ कोयड े इतका 
आत्भावलश्लावी आणण स्लालरॊफी फनरा आशे.  

यभेळ बोमे मभमरमन वोर प्रकल्ऩ भध्मे अवेम््री 
वुऩयलाईझय म्शणून काभ कयत शोते. त्मा व्मनतरयक्त त्माॊनी 
वलतयणातवुध्दा वक्रीम वशबाग घेतरा आणण आता  
एव.आय.वी. भैनेजय  म्शणून शी काभ कयत आशेत.  
  
यभेऴ बोमे जव्शाय तारुक्मातीर डोंगऩदाा मा गाली याशतात. 
घयची ळेती ऩुष्कऱ अवुन वुद्धा ती ऩडीक ल डोंगयाऱ 
अवल्माभुऱे त्माॊना फाएप वॊस्थेभध्मे काभ कयाले रागत 
शोते. त्माॊनी ऩुष्कऱ लेगेलगळ्मा प्रकायचे प्रकल्ऩ वाॊबाऱरे 
ऩयॊतु शा प्रोजेक्ट त्माॊच्मावाठी लेगऱा आणण नलीन शोता. 
वुरुलातीव मा प्रकल्ऩाभध्मे काभ अयात अवताना फमााच 
अडचणीॊना वाभोये जाले रागरे. अचानक कोणत्माशी 
वाभानीची गयज बावत अवल्माभुऱे आणण फमााचश्मा लस्तू 
जव्शाय भध्मे उऩरफद्ध नवल्माभुऱे त्माॊची कोंडी शोत अवे, 
ऩयॊतु त्माॊनी काराॊतयाने आऩल्मा अनुबलाचा लाऩय करून 
त्माचे व्मलजस्थत ननमोजन केरे.  
  
ज्मा लस्तू बवलष्मात रागणाय आशेत त्माचे त्माॊनी अगोदयच 
ननमोजन करून ठेलरे. वलवलध प्रकायचे यजजस्टय तमाय केरे 
प्रकल्ऩ दयम्मान यभेळ बोमेंचा जव्शाय तारुक्मातीर फमााच 
गालाॊभध्मे वॊऩका  लाढरा. गालातीर रोक त्माॊना हदलेलरे 
म्शणून ओऱखू रागरे. बयऩूय काभॊ पक्त पोन लयच शोऊ 
रागरी. त्माॊच्मा व्मजक्तभत्त्लाभध्मे हश अभुराग्र फदर झारा. 
लेऱेलय ननमोजानफध्द काभ कयामची वलम झारी. यभेळ 
बोमेंच्मा भते मभमरमन वोर शा प्रकल्ऩ शा त्माॊच्मावाठी 
अवलस्भयणीम आशे. 
  

जीलनात एक अभरुाग्र फदर 
यभेळ सीतायाभ कोयडा 
जव्हाय, भहायाष्ट्र  

सोर प्रकल्ऩाभऱेु मभऱारी 
ऩषु्ट्कऱ काभाांची सांधी 
 

यभेळ बोमे  
जव्शाय, भशायाष्र  
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वलकराॊगता भनुष्म के मरए अमबऴाऩ भानी जाती शै, 

जजवके कायण लश वभाज की भुख्मधाया वे वऩछड़ जाता 
शै| उवे योजभयाा के कामा कयने भें बी कहठनाइमों का 
वाभना कयना ऩड़ता शै एलॊ लश ऩरयलाय के अन्म 
वदस्मों ऩय आश्रित यशता शै| लताभान वभम के मरए 
योजगाय अजजात कयना तो वलकाराॊग व्मजक्त के मरए 
एक फशुत फड़ी चुनौती शै| ळशडोर जजल्शे के वोशागऩुय 
्रॉक के गयभ खभरयमा करा ननलावी मळलकुभाय फैगा 
जो कक फचऩन वे शी ऩोरीमोग्रस्त शै जजवके कायण 
राठी के वशाये चरते शैं|  
  
मळलकुभाय न े कषा १०ली तक मळषाग्रशण की शै एलॊ 
इनके ऩरयलाय की आजीवलका का भुख्म वाधन भजदयूी 
शै | ऩरयमोजना के अॊतगात हदमे जानेलारे तीन हदलवीम 
प्रमळषण रेकय मळलकुभाय द्लाया वोर अवेम्फमरॊग का 
कामा ककमा गमा| वोर अवेम्फमरॊग वे मळलकुभाय ने 
१२,४०० रू. की आम अजजात की | 

  
इनकी रगन, ऩरयिभ ल कामाकुळरता को देखते शुए 
उन्शें वोर रयऩेमय वेंटय भैनेजय के रूऩ भें चुनकय उन्शें 
इव कामा का प्रमळषण हदमा गमा | अफ मळलकुभाय 
स्लतॊत्र रूऩ वे खम्शरयमा करा भें एव. आय. वी. 
वॊचमरत कय यशें शैं औय खयाफ शुए रैंऩों को रग्न के 
वाथ ठीक कय यशें शैं | 
  
इव कामा वे उन्शें २,७५० रू. की आम प्रा्त शोती शै| 
अऩनी भेशनत औय रगन वे प्रा्त आम वे उन्शोंने एक 
वाइककर खयीदी शै एलॊ अऩने ऩरयलाय को आश्रथाक 
वशमोग प्रदान कय यशें शैं| मळलकुभाय ग्राभीण मुलकों के 
फीच स्लालरॊफन का एक ज्लरॊत उदाशयण शै | इव कामा 
को कयने के फाद मळलकुभाय को अऩने षेत्र भें नई 
ऩशचान मभरी शै | 
 

भांजूय भॊवूयी, ननलावी लल्रब नगय, लयरा योड, 
फरलाडी, वेंधला, भध्मप्रदेळ. भैं ६ भशीनों वे फयाफय 
योज़गाय ढूॉढ़ यशा था, फरलाडी जैवी छोटी जगश भैं मश 
आवान काभ नशीॊ शै, रेककन एक हदन भैं अऩने चचेये 
बाई लमवभ के ऩाव गमा था जजवको आई.आई.टी. 
फॉम्फे एलॊ आगा खान वॊस्थाद्लाया स्कूरों भें वलतरयत 
ककमे गमे वोरय ऊजाा रैंऩ के अवेम्फरी औय 
डडस्री्मूळन का काभ मभरा |  
 
जजवभे ऩशरे भुझे प्रमळषण मभरा तथा ळुरुलाती हदनों 
भें मवपा  २० रैंऩ फनामे औय कपय धीये  धीये भैं 
प्रनतहदन ६०-७० रैंऩ फनाने रगा | २० हदनों भें ९५० 
रैंऩ भैंने फनाए, जजवभे भुझे ९,५०० रु. मभरे | इव 
याळी का इस्तेभार कयके भैंने अऩने भाभाजी के वाथ 
मभरकय चाम की दकूान डार री, अफ इव दकुान वे 
भुझे २०० वे ३०० वे तक प्रनतदीन की आभदनी शोती 
शै |  
  
वाथ शी भुझे एव.आय.वी. भैनेजेय फनने का बी भौका 
मभरा जजववे भुझ ेप्रनतभाश २,७५० रू. की आम शोती 
शैं | भैंने मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना भें कामायत शय 
एक व्मजक्त को  धन्मलाद देता शूॉ | 

अफ वलकराांगता योज़गाय भें 
फाधक नहीां 
मळलकुभाय फैगा  
वोशागऩुय, ळशडोर, भध्मप्रदेळ 

रैंऩ फनाकय ककमा योज़गाय 
का इन्तजेाभ 
भांजूय भांसूयी अल्राउद्दीन ननलासी  
लल्रब नगय, वेंधला, फड़लानी, भध्म प्रदेळ  
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GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE  

 

 

 
State District 

Institutional 

Partner 

# Blocks with Soul 

Presence 
# of Students Total sq. kms area covered 

MH 4 3 12 140038 6,180.47 
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“…. Because of solar lamps the 
kerosene usage & also usage of 
electricity for lighting purpose is 
reduced, that can be very evidently 
observed” 
 
- Sarita,  

Sarpanch,Jhikali, Bara, 
Rajasthan. 

“…. Solar lamps have proved to be 
very useful in the poor & rural 
regions where there is no electricity. 
We are thankful to IIT Bombay & 
GVT for this program and wish all 
the best for their all future 
endeavors” 
 
- Principal,  

Govt. Medium School, 
Kushalgadh, Banswada. 
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मभमरमन वोर प्रोजेक्ट के अॊतगात घाटोर ्रॉक भे  
आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई  औय जी.ली.टी.  वॊस्था द्लाया स्कूर 
भे वलध्माश्रथामों को वौरय रैम्ऩ वलतरयत ककए गए थे 
उनभे वे एक वलध्माथी भोशन रार जो ऩॊचामत वमभनत 
घाटोर के याजकीम उच्च प्राथमभक वलध्मारम, बोण की 
घाटी भे कषा 7ली भे ऩढ़ता शै फच्चे ल वऩता न ेमश 
कशा, “शभाया मश गाॉल घाटोर ्रॉक के ऩाव जस्थत 
जॊगरो औय ऩशाड़ो के फीच भें फवा शुआ शै औय ऩशाड़ो 
भें फवा शोने वे गाॉल भें वलद्मुत व्मलस्था शोते शुए बी 
बफजरी की वभस्मा फनी शी यशती शै|”  
  
“शभाये घय भे राईट कनैक्ळन नशीॊ शैं रेककन अफ 
शभाये घय भें बी राईट आ गई शै, औय लश शै वोरय 
राईट | अफ मशी शभाये घय भें उजारा कयती शै| ऩशरे 
शभे श्रचभनी भें ऩढ़ाई कयनी ऩड़ती थी रेककन अफ शभ 
इव रैम्ऩ वे ळाभ को 2 वे 3 घॊटे ऩढ़ते शै ओय ऩढ़ते 
लक्त इवकी योळनी वे शभायी आॊखे जरती नशीॊ शैं, इव 
लऴा शभ लावऴाक ऩयीषा भे अच्छे नॊफय रा वकें गे|” 
 
“फारक के वऩता द्लाया मश जानकायी बी दी गमी की 
जॊगरो औय ऩशाड़ो वे रगा शोने के कायण इव गाॉल भें 
जॊगरी जानलयों जैवे तेंदआु, जॊगरी ळुकय औय नीर 
गाम आहद जानलयों का बम फना यशता शै| यात को 
खेतों की यखलारी कयना इव रैंऩ के मभरने के ऩशरे 
फशुत शी कहठन कामा था औय टॉचा जेवे खचीरे औय 
कभ यौळनी देने लारे वाधनों का भज़फूयी भें प्रमोग 
कयना ऩड़ता था, रेककन इव रैंऩ को प्रा्त कयने के 
ऩश्चात ्इव घय भें फच्चो की ऩढ़ाई के वाथ शी खाना 
फनाने वे रेकय खेतो की यखलारी जैवे कामा बी अफ 
आवन शो गमे शै | इव रैंऩ का कोई खचाा नशी शै, मश 
वूमा देलता की वशामता वे शभाये घय को योळन कय 
यशा शै| आळा शै की इव रैंऩ जैवे अन्म वोरय ऊजाा 
उऩकयण बी शभ रोगो को एवी ककवी मोजना द्लाया 
शभे प्रा्त शोंगे|” 
 

सोरय राईट ही फनी ऩयेु घय 
की योळनी 
भोहन रार  
घाटोर, फाॊवलाडा, याजस्थान 

सोर ने प्रज्लमरत ककमा 
भेया व्मलसाम 
ओभप्रकाळ भारली  
फाछनऩुय, नारछा, धाय भध्म प्रदेळ  

भैं एक वाभान्म ठेरे लारा व्मजक्त शूॉ, भेया व्मलवाम 
अॊड ेकी दकूान का शै भेये फच्चे जफ रैंऩ वलमारम वे 
रेकय आमे थ े तफ भैंने उनके रैंऩ देखकय वलयोध 
ककमा था की क्मा कोई बी रैंऩ रेकय आ जाते शो, 
ऩैवे की कद्र नशीॊ कयते शो, रेककन एक हदन बफजरी 
भें कटौती शुई तफ भैंने रैंऩ के प्रकाळ ल उवकी 
षभता को देखा | 
 
भेये ठेरे ऩय प्रकाळ की कोई व्मलस्था नशीॊ थी | कपय 
एक हदन भैंने इव रैंऩ का उऩमोग भेये ठेरे ऩय कयने 
की वोची औय कपय उवे भैंने अऩने ठेरे ऩय रगामा | 
इव रैंऩ की लजश वे भेये ठेरे ऩय यौळनी की खावी 
व्मलस्था शो गमी | आज भेये घय ऩैय दो रैंऩ शैं 
जजन्शें भैं खुद चाजा कयता शूॉ | मश रैंऩ अफ भेये 
फच्चों की ऩढ़ाई भें बी उऩमोग भें आता शै तथा भेये 
ठेरे को उजागय कयने भें बी उऩमोग भें आता शै | 
लाकई भें इव रैंऩ की लजश वे भेये ठेरे का कापी 
प्रचाय शुआ शै | वाथ शी भेये फच्चों की ऩढ़ाई के स्तय 
भें बी इवके कायण कापी वुधय शुआ शै, भैं इव रैंऩ 
की ऩरयमोजना का तशेहदर वे ळुक्रगुजाय शूॉ | 
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झाफुआ जजल्शे के ग्राभ मळलगढ़ के तडली पमरमा भें 
यशने लारे एक ककवान िी वऩहढ़माजी अऩनी फामरका के 
स्कुर अननममभत जाने के कायण फशुत ऩयेळान यशते थे| 
उनकी फामरका भाध्ममभक वलद्मारम मळलगढ़ की कषा 
६ली की छात्रा शै तथा कषा भें ऩढ़ने एलॊ मरखने भें 
फशुत कभजोय थी | वऩहढ़मा जी की आश्रथाक ऩरयजस्थनत 
कापी कभजोय थी इवीमरए वायें घयेरु काभ जैवे 
फकरयमाॊ चयाना, उन्शें ऩानी वऩराना, घय भें ऩानी बयना 
इत्माहद काभ लें अऩने फच्चों वे शी कयलाते थ े| ककन्तु 
मश वाये काभ कयते कयते यात्री वभम शो जाता था औय 
कपय याबत्र के वभम भें बफजरी न शोने के कायण फच्ची 
ऩढ़ नशीॊ ऩाती थी, अऩना गशृकामा बी नशीॊ शो ऩाता था| 
अगरे हदन मळषकों की दाॊट खाने की लजश वे उवका 
स्कुर वे भन उड़ गमा था | 
  
ळावन के द्लाया ग्राभऩॊचामत के भाध्मभ वे ग्राभ 
मळलगढ़ भें ळत प्रनतळत बफजरी रगलाई जाना थी 
रेककन उव मोजना के अॊतगात ग्राभ के आधे पमरए भें 
ताय खीॊचे गए एलॊ आधे पमरए बफजरी वे लॊश्रचत यश 
गए | लताभान वभम भें वऩहढ़माजी का घय बफजरी वे 
लॊश्रचत पमरए भें शै |  
  
इवीतयश की ऩयेळाननमों के चरते जी.वल.टी. झाफुआ 
द्लाया ग्राभ मळलगढ़ भें एक भीहटॊग आमोजजत की गमी, 
जजवभे आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई के १ मभमरमन वोरय ऊजाा 
रैंऩ ऩरयमोजना के फायें भें फतामा गमा, तथा वोरय रैंऩ 
का बी डभेोंन्वरेळन ककमा गमा | जजवभें वऩहढ़माजी को  
वफवे अच्ची फात मश रगी के इव रैंऩ ऩय एक फाय खचाा 
कयने के फाद औय कोई खचाा कयने की जरुयत नशीॊ थी 
औय वाथी शी एक वार की भुफ्त रयऩेमय की गायॊटी बी 
थी | वऩहढ़माजी न े अऩनी फेटी को तुयॊत एक रैंऩ 
खयीदने के मरए ऩैवे हदए औय उनकी फच्ची न े मश 
वोरय रैंऩ ख़यीदा |  
  
रैंऩ खयीदने के फाद उनकी बफहटमा योजाना ऩढ़ने रगी | 
अऩने योजभयाा के घयेरु काभ कयने के फाद याबत्र वभम 
भें लश ननजश्चॊत शोकय ककवीबी ऩयेळानी के बफना ऩढ़ने 
रगी | अऩना गशृकामा ननममभत ढॊग वे ऩूया कय स्कुर 
भें मळषकों की ळाफाळी प्रा्त कयने रगी | उवकी 
अध्ममन भें रूश्रच फढ़ी औय लश योजाना स्कुर जाने 
रगी तथा अऩने भेशनत एलॊ ऩरयिभ वे उवने 
अधालावऴाक ऩरयष भें अच्छे अॊक बी प्रा्त ककमे | 

फामरका का होसरा फढ़ा, 
जाने रगी स्कूर योजाना 

ऩढ़ाई भें भदद सोर के द्लाया 
ज्मोनत भीणा 
नछनोद, फायाॊ याजस्थान 

ग्राभीण वलकाव रस्ट एलॊ बायतीम प्रौद्मोश्रगकी 
वॊस्थान भुॊफई द्लाया ककळनगॊज तशवीर के ग्राभीण 
षेत्रों भें वोरय ऊजाा रैंऩ वलतयण की मोजना का 
प्रालधान शुआ | इव ऩरयमोजना के तशत या.उ.भा. 
वलद्मारम नछनोद की ज्मोनत भीणा को वोरय रैंऩ 
मभरा |  
 
ज्मोनत का प्रथभ इव रैंऩ के प्रनत यलय्मा कुछ अरग 
था, लें वोचती थी के मश एक भशॊगा रैंऩ शै तथा 
चाइना आइटभ शै, जोकक ज्मादा हदनों तक नशीॊ 
चरेगा | ककन्तु जफ उवकी कईं वशेमरमों न ेइव रैंऩ 
को ख़यीदा औय इस्तेभार ककमा तफ ज्मोनत को इवकी 
गुणलत्ता का ऩरयभाण मभरा | तफ जाकय उन्शोंने मश 
रैंऩ खयीदने का ननणाम मरमा | उनका कशना शै की 
जफ उन्शोंने एक लऴा तक के भुफ्त रयऩेमय तथा 
भेंटेनेंव के फाये भें वुना तो लश दॊग यश गमीॊ क्मोंकक 
उन्शोंने मश कबी नशीॊ वोचा था के कोई ऐवे रैंऩ की 
एक लऴा तक की भुफ्त रयऩेमय की गायॊटी देगा|  
 
उनका कशना शै के मश रैंऩ उनके फशुत इस्तेभार भें 
आता शै जजववे की लश ४-५ घॊटे वशजता वे ऩढ़ 
वकती शैं तथा मश रैंऩ घयेरु काभों भें बी फशुत 
उऩमोगी शै | इववे गशृ कामा कयने भें आवानी शो 
गमी शै जजववे उनके ऩयीषा भें अच्छे अॊक राने की 
ऩूयी आळॊकाए फढ़ी | लें कशती शैं की” इव रैंऩ की 
ववलाव फड़ी अच्छी शै, वऩछरे एक लऴा वे मश ननयॊतय 
इस्तेभार भें आ यशा शै औय ख़याफ नशीॊ शुआ शै | भैं 
आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई की तथा जी.वल.टी. की फशुत 
आबायी शूॉ के उन्शोंने शभें ऐवा अच्छा रैंऩ हदरामा |”  



Page 39 

“…...The solar lamps which were distributed 
have definitely helped in improving the 
student’s studies, we wish that in future the 
distribution again takes place so as to make 
this lamp available to the students who 
missed out on opportunity to buy it the first 
time.” 
 
- Principal,  

Govt. High School,  
Kushalgadh, Rajasthan. 

“…...These solar lamps have definitely 
helped students in their studies, & there is 
significant improvement in the results as 
well which we can very well certify for the 
students of our school.” 
 
- Principal,  

Govt. High School, Mundadi, 

Rajasthan. 
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भजच्छॊद्र शा गुॊजाऱलाडी गालात याशत आशे. त्माचे मळषण 
१२ली झारे आशे. त्माच्मा घयी आई बाऊ आशेत. लडडराने 
दवुये रग्न केरे आणण घयात भजच्छॊद्र भोठा अवल्माने 
घयाची वला जफाफदायी त्माचालय आशे. भजच्छॊद्र 
काभावाठी वॊगभनेय मेथे डामऱॊफ कहटॊग च ेकाभ कयत 
अवे . 
  
भजच्छॊद्ररा WOTR मा वॊस्थेकडून वयोरे ऩठाय मेथे वोरय 
प्रकरऩाची भाहशती मभऱारी WOTR वॊस्था वायोऱे 
ऩठायबागातऩूली ऩावून काभ कयते. वायोऱे ऩठाय ते 
गुॊजाऱलाडी ६ ककरोभीटय अॊतय अवल्माने घयाळेजायी 
काभ मभऱत आशे अवे लाटून भजच्छॊद्र मा प्रकल्ऩात 
वशबागी झारा.  
  
वुयलातीरा आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई कडून त्मारा प्रमळषण 
मभऱारे त्मा नॊतय काभाव वुयलात झारी. १ मभमरमन 
वौरप्रकल्ऩात काभ कयत अवताना तो घेण्माचे काभ तो 
कयत अवे . प्रथभ लऴा करा भध्मे प्रलेळ घेतरा शोता .  
  
वोरय रम्ऩ फनलण्मात नलीन अवल्माने वुयलातीरा ३० 
ते ४० हदले फनलत  नॊतय त्माने १०० ते १५० हदले 
हदलवारा फनलत अवे . त्मा भधून त्मा न े ८० शजाय 
उत्ऩन मभऱलरे त्मा भध्मे घयाचेऩारस्तय च ेकाभ ऩूणा 
केरे त्मान े रशान बाऊ बाऊवाशेफ मारा काभाव 
घेतरे.दोघे बाऊ मा प्रोजेक्ट भध्मे काभाव शोते. वोरय 
प्रोजेक्ट भध्मे काभा भुऱे गालात वला रोक ओऱखत 
अवे तवेच मळषक वुद्धा त्माॊना ओऱखत 
गालातीरभुराॊच े फॊद ऩडरेरे रॊऩ दरुुस्त करून देत. 
वोरयप्रोजेक्टभुऱे योजगाय मभऱारा तवेच घयातीर 
मेणाऱमा अडचणी वोडलण्माव भदत झारी वोरायचे 
ताॊबत्रक भाहशती मभऱारी.मा प्रकल्ऩाभुऱे भरा ऩुण्माभध्मे 
(रोणालऱा) नलीन प्रकल्ऩात काभ मभऱारे ल घयची 
ऩयजस्थती वुधायरी.  

भाझे नाल ननलतृ्ती नाभदेल लाऱेकय. भी लाॊजूराळेत मा 
गाली याशतो शे गाल अकोरे तारुक्मातीर आहदलावी 
गाल आशे . गालाभध्मे पक्त बात शे एकभेल वऩक 
घेतरे जाते इतय लेऱी ऩाणी नवल्माभुऱे ळेती कयता 
मेत नाशी . भाझे मळषण १० ऩमतं झारे आशे. घयची 
ऩरयजस्थती बफकट अवल्माभुऱे भी ऩुढीर मळषण घेतरे 
नाशी . भाझ्मा घयाभध्मे आई , लडीर , बाऊ , लाहशनी , 
बालाचे २ भुर , भाझी फामको आणण २ भुरे अवा 
ऩरयलाय आशे. भाझ्मा भोठ्मा बालारा अधांगलामू झारा 
आशे त्माभुऱे तो कोणतेशी काभ करू ळकत नाशी फाकी 
वलाजण पक्त ळेतीलय अलरॊफून आशेत .  
  
वोर प्रकल्ऩाभध्मे काभ कयण्मा अगोदय भी नायामण 
गाल मेथे भजुयीलय काभावाठी जात शोतो त्मा हठकाणी 
भरा २०० योज मभऱत शोता  नायामण गाल ते 
लाॊजूराळेत मा दोन गालातीर अॊतय जास्त अवल्माभुऱे 
जाण्मा – मेण्मावाठी जास्त ऩैवे रागतात म्शणून भी 
आठलड्मातून एकदा घयी मेत शोतो . आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई 
माॊचा वोर प्रकल्ऩाचे काभ अकोरे तारुक्मात चारू 
शोणाय आशे माची भाहशती गालाभध्मे WOTR मा 
वॊस्थेभधून भरा मभऱारी . त्मा नुवाय भी WOTR भध्मे 
भुराखत हदरी ल भाचा २०१४ ऩावून वोर प्रकल्ऩाभध्मे 
वोरय रम्ऩ जुऱणीचे काभ केरे.  
 
भी आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई माॊच्मा वोर प्रकराभध्मे वोर 
जुऱणीचे काभ कयत शोतो म्शणून भरा वोर 
दरुुस्तीवाठी वाठी वलचायण्मात आरे ल ते काभ 
कयण्मावाठी भी तमाय झारो. आई. आई. टी. फॉम्फे 
माॊच्माकडून भरा ऩयत वोर दरुुस्तीचे प्रमळषण हदरे 
ल वोर दरुुस्ती वाठी वाहशत्म हदरे त्मानॊतय भी वोर 
दरुुस्त करू रागरो. WOTR मा वॊथेने ४ ते ५ लऴााऩूली 
गालातीर रोकाॊना वोरय शोभ राईट मवस्टीभ हदरी 
शोती. जास्त हदलव झाल्माभुऱे फयेचळे रॅम्ऩ नादरुुस्त 
झारे शोते. आई. आई. टी. फॉम्फे. च ेप्रमळषण चाॊगल्मा 
प्रकाये मभऱाल्माभुऱे भी ते शोभ राईट मवस्टीभ दरुुस्त 
करू रागरो ल त्मा भधून भरा भहशन्मारा ८०० ते 
१००० मभऱतात. 

मभमरमन सोर प्रोजेक्टभऱेु 
मभऱारा योज़गाय 
ळांकय काऱू नततकये 
लाॊजूराळेत, अकोरे, भशायाष्र  

अडचणीांलय भात सोरच्मा साथीन े
भचच्छांद्र  
गुॊजाऱलाडी, भशायाष्र   
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भेया नाभ अयवलॊद डाभोय शै, भें गालॊ याखोऩाड़ा, 
फाॊवलाया, याजस्थान का यशलावी शूॉ | भैं एक गयीफ 
ऩरयलाय वे शूॉ भेये वऩताजी के ऩाव खेती के अराला कोई 
योजगाय नशीॊ शैं | शभायें घय भें ४ वदस्म शैं इन वफके 
बयन ऩोऴण की जजम्भेदायी भेये वऩता के ऊऩय शी शै | 
शभ दोनों बाई ऩढ़ाई कयते शैं |  
 
खेती वे शभाया घय चर नशीॊ ऩाता औय भेये वऩता के 
केलर एक भात्र योजगाय कभाने लारे व्मजक्त शैं | भेये 
वऩताजी फाजाय जाकय रकड़ी पाड़ने का का काभ बी 
कयते शैं | 
 
भैं कषा ११ली  भें ऩढ़ता शूॉ. तथा भेया बाई फी.ए. कय 
यशा शै | शभाये वऩताजी शभ दोनों बाईमों को ऩढ़ाने के 
मरए फशुत भेशनत कयते शैं | शभाये घय राईट का 
कनेक्ळन नशीॊ शैं, इव कायण शभें श्रचभनी के प्रकाळ भें  
ऩढ़ना ऩड़ता था | श्रचभनी वे अश्रधक वभम तक ऩढ़ाई 
शो नशीॊ ऩाती तथा उवके धुॊए के कायण आॉखों का 
जरना, वाॊव रेने भें तकरीप शोना इत्माहद ऩयेळाननमों 
का वाभना कयना ऩढता था | जजववे ऩढ़ाई भें फशुत 
रूश्रच शोने फालजूद शभें ऩढ़ने भें फशुत भुजश्करों का 
भुकाफरा कयना ऩड़ता था | वाथ शी श्रचभनी का उऩमोग 
घय भें यौळनी के मरए कयना फशुतशी भशॊगा ऩड़ता था, 
शभ रगबग 3 भशीनें का केयोमवन एक शी भशीने भें 
इस्तेभार कय जाते थे | 
 
भुझे शभायी स्कूर भें वौय ऊजाा रैंऩ के वलतयण के 
दौयान एक वोरय रैंऩ खयीदने का भौका मभरा | मश 
रैंऩ फशुत राबदामक वाबफत शुआ | भेये वऩताजी तक 
को मश रैंऩ देखते शी बा गमा | इवके इस्तेभार वे 
कोई शाननकायक तकरीपें  नशीॊ झेरनी ऩड़ती, न शी  शय 
भशीने इवभें कोई खचाा कयना ऩड़ता शै | वूमा की भुफ्त 
उजाा वे मश चाजा शो जाता शै | वाथ शी एक लऴा की 
भुफ्त भयम्भत एलॊ यख-यखाल की वुवलधा फशुत शी 
कभार की रगी |  
 
 
 
 
  

सपरता की कहानी  
अयवलांद डाभोय 
याखोऩाड़ा, फाांसलाया, याजस्थान 
  

भैं औय भेया बाई इव रैंऩ की यौळनी भें भन रगाकय 
ऩढ़ते शैं | भैंने मश रैंऩ ख़यीदा तफ भें १०ली औय भेया 
बाई १२ली कषा भें ऩढ़ यशे थे | केलर इव रैंऩ के 
यौळनी की उऩर्धता के कायण शी भें १०ली भें ५० 
प्रनतळत वे ज्मादा अॊक रा वका | भेये बाई ने अऩने 
१२ली के ऩयीषा भें ६५ प्रनतळत अॊक शामवर ककमे | 
 
इव रैंऩ का उऩमोग शभें न केलर शभायी ऩढ़ाई भें शुआ 
फजल्क शभाये घय के फशुतवे छोटे भोटे कामा कयने भें 
शुआ | आज शभाये घय भें केयोमवन की बी फचत शो यशी 
शै | भेयी भाताजी इवी रैंऩ के यौळनी भें खाना फनती शैं 
तथा ऩारतू ऩळुओॊ वे वम्फॊश्रधत कामों भें बी इवका 
इस्तेभार शोता शै | 
 
भें वह्ह्रुद्म आई. आई. भुॊफई को धन्मलाद देना चाशता 
शूॉ के उन्शोंने इतना फशुऩमोगी रैंऩ शभें हदरलामा, औय 
मश आळा कयता शूॉ के आने लारे वभम भें लें इवीप्रकाय 
दयू दयाज के गालों भें मश रैंऩ फाटकय वलद्मार्थ्मों की 
मळषा भें फशूभुल्म मोगदान देते यशेंगे | 
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State District 
Institutional 

Partner 

# Blocks with 

Soul Presence 
# of Students Total sq.kms area covered 

OD 4 3 24 71170 7,334.24 

GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE  

“We certify with this letter that 
IITB’s SoUL has improved the state 
of the studies of students of our 
school. In the rural most parts of 
our village the lamp has proved to 
be of extreme help ….” 
 
-Principal, Govt. High School, 
Kushalgadh, Bara, Rajasthan. 

“We certify with this letter that 
IITB’s SoUL has improved the 
studies of the students of our gram 
panchayat. We wish that in future 
IIT brings more of such brilliant 
programs for students….” 
 
-Urmila,  
Sarpanch, Kushalgadh, Bara, 
Rajasthan. 
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My name is Bijalal Ninama, aged 80 years, and 

I reside in Ghoditok, which is 5 kms from 
Danpur, Rajasthan. There are around 30-35 
families live in our small village.  Our major 
business or source of income is from farming, 
livestock breeding, & labor work on daily 
wages. From past 60 years I am living in this 
village and yet there is no means electricity 
available.  
 
All the villagers face extreme difficulties in 
performing their daily chores and students also 
are unable to study after dusk or even if they 
try to then it is very difficult and irritating for 
them to study under the wick lamp. 
 
Because of this many students lost their 
interest in studies and quit going to school, 
thereby moving on to work as a daily wager. 
Those who study using these kerosene lamps 
often fall victim to various health diseases and   
suffer eye irritation and therefore, gradually 
loose interest in studies itself.  
 
Due to feeble financial conditions, these small 
heath issues are overlooked which in long run 
affect the health of these small children. My 
grandson, who studies in 8th standard bought 
Solar Urja Lamp from school and   explained me 
its usage.  He told me that this lamp uses the 
energy of the sun and its battery is charged by 
sunlight. 
 

SoUL BRINGS LIGHT IN 
VILLAGE FOR FIRST TIME IN 
60 YEARS 
Bijalal Ninama 
Ghoditok, Danpur, Rajasthan 
 

I was delighted to hear that this lamp costed 
only Rs. 120 and free repair and maintenance 
facility is available for full year. He also told 
me that other students of our village have 
bought this lamp.  
 
For the first time in 60 years there will be 
light in our village without the smoke or any 
health hazard. Children will be able to study 
in clean light. I bid thanks to IITB for bringing 
such a great program which has lightened our 
villages as I see them during nights. 



A SOLAR  
ENTREPRENEUR 
  

Mr. Munir Pathan 
Ghargaon, Sangamner 
Ahmednagar, Maharashtra 

  

The success story of Mr. Munir Abbas Pathan is 

an encouraging tale of a common man’s efforts 
towards becoming a solar entrepreneur by 
developing his own solar products.  
  
Mr. Munir Pathan owns “Ameriya Electricals & 
Electronics”, which is a small business of 
electronics repair and maintenance shop, in his 
village markets itself and has been running this 
shop for 11 years now. IITB contacted Munir with 
a prospect of becoming a part of the program as 
a SoUL repair center manager and he agreed. 
While running SoUL repair center, he observed 
the demand from several people for brighter 
solar lighting products with longer duration of 
illumination.  

Munir recalls, “People always asked for more 
illuminating solar product which can be used 
for lighting the entire house, they were ready 
to pay a certain cost as well. Using the 
knowledge I had earlier and that I gained from 
SoUL repair training I envisioned the idea of 
‘Home Light System”. 
 
Mr. Pathan developed a solar product on his 
own, serving as a Home Light System which can 
be used to illuminate the entire house, with 
longer battery backup, i.e. providing light for 
longer duration. The ‘Home Light’ comprises of 
the solar powered LEDs (light bulbs), charge 
controller, along with the solar panel for the 
charging purpose. The price of the ‘Home Light 
System’ is Rs. 3,600 per piece, with a profit of 
Rs. 1,000 per piece. Initially, Munir Pathan had 
developed only the charge controller with a 
range from 6 W to 12 W; subsequently he 
procured the rest of the components from 
various vendors and developed one unit of 
‘Home Light System’, with battery backup up to 
12 hours with 3 LEDs of 6w each and capacity 
to charge a cellphone 
  
Munir received his first big order of 500 units 
of ‘Home Light System’ from SIED (Sanjeevani 
Institute of Empowerment & Development). 
Out of these 500 units he has already delivered 
100 units, earning around Rs. 50,000 to 60,000 
over the duration of 2 months, recovering his 
initial investment of 40,000. Munir says, “This 
was the biggest achievement of my life by far, 
which actually boosted my morale and made 
me confident enough to start my future 
journey of becoming a successful businessman 
in the field of solar energy.” 
 With new solar entrepreneurial spirit, Munir 
Pathan’s monthly income is now increased to 
Rs. 20,000 from Rs. 5,000. Munir Pathan has 
displayed an exceptional accomplishment for 
an individual with no prior knowledge or 
experience in the solar products and has 
become a remarkable example for the other 
aspirants who also wish to become solar 
entrepreneurs as well. 
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भैं कभरेळ डडन्डोय, ग्राभ ऩॊचामत याठडडमा ्रॉक गढ़ी 
का यशलावी शूॉ | भैं कषा १०ली का छात्र शूॉ | भेये 
वलद्मारम भें ग्राभीण वलकाव रस्ट तथा आई.आई.टी. 
फॉम्फे द्लाया वोरय ऊजाा रैंऩ का वलतयण ककमा गमा | 
इवी के तशत भैंने बी भात्र १२० रू भें वोरय रैंऩ 
खयीदा | भेये घय ऩय बफजरी नशीॊ शैं तथा यात्री के वभम 
भें योळनी के मरए टॉचा मा कपय श्रचभनी का इस्तेभार 
कयना ऩड़ता शै |  
 
भेया घय जॊगर के अन्दय शै औय ककतनी शी फाय जफ 
याबत्र भें जॊगरी जानलयों की दशाड़ें वुनई देती शैं | तफ 
शभाये ऩारतू जानलयों की देखबार शेतु शभे उनके तफेरे 
भें जाना ऩड़ता शै जजवभे यौळनी के मरए फशुत हदक्कत  
आती शै | श्रचभनी अक्वय शला के कायण फूझ जाती शै 
औय टॉचा की यौळनी बी ऩमाा्त नशीॊ शोती औय श्रचभनी 
की लजश वे कई फाय भेये घय लारों के शाथ जर गए शै| 
 
भेये घय के आवऩाव फशुत वे जॊगरी जानलयों का आना 
जाना यशता शै, खाव कय के तेंदआु जजववे शभाये घय के 
ऩारतू जानलयों की यषा कयना याबत्र के वभम भें फशुत 
भुश्कीर शोता शै, औय जानलयों की दशाड़ने के चरते 
वाया ऩरयलाय डया शुआ यशता शै | वोरय ऊजाा रैंऩ 
खयीदने के ऩश्चात जानलयों के देखबार कयने भें कापी 
भदद शुई शै | रैंऩ खयीद न ेके २ हदन ऩशरे तक भेये 
घय ऩय तेंदएु का रगाताय आक्रभण शुआ था, लश शभायी 
२ फकरयमों को उठाकय रे गमा था | उन भें वे एक एक 
फकयी २ मरटय दधू देती थी जो शभाये ऩरयलाय के 
उऩमोग भें आता था | इव वोरय रैंऩ खयीदने के फाद 
तेंदएु वे जानलयों की यषा कयने भें इवकी यौळनी का 
फड़ा उऩमोग शोता शै | इवीतयश एक याबत्र शभाये ऩारतू 
ऩळुओॊ की आलाज़ वुनकय जफ भेये वऩताजी वोरय रैंऩ 
रेकय दौड़ते शुए फाशय गमे, तबी उन्शोंने देखा के शभायी 
फकयी को तेंदएु ने ऩकड़ यखा था, तबी रैंऩ की यौळनी 
की लजश वे वऩताजी तेंदएु को बगान ेभें काभमाफ यशे, 
फकयी को थोड़ी चोट आई रेककन लश जीवलत फच गमी| 

सोर के सांग ऩारतू ऩळुओां की 
सुयऺा हुई सांबल 
 

कभरेळ डडन्डोय 
घॊटारा. याठ्डीमा 

घय भैं यौळनी न शोने के कायण ऩढ़ाई मरखाई भें बी 
भन नशीॊ रगता था | रेककन जफवे वोरय रैंऩ घय भें 
आमा शै भैं आवानी वे ४ वे ५ घॊटे तक ऩढ़ ऩाता शूॉ |  
अबी शुए अधालावऴाक ऩयीषा भें भुझ ेअच्छे अॊक मभरने 
की वम्बालना शै | ऩशरे भेये घय यौळनी के मरए कभ वे 
कभ ८ मरटय केयोमवन जरता था जो की कभ शोकय ४ 
मरटय शो गमा शै, जजव लजश वे ऩरयलारयक खचे भें 
घटौती शुई | वच कशें तोश लाकई भैं मश रैंऩ भेये 
ऩरयलाय औय भेये जीलन भें एक लयदान के बाॊनत मवध्द 
शुआ शै | 



Trinath Mundagudia’s is an inspiring story of 

the courage and dedication shown by this rural 
youth. At present, he is runs SoUL Repair 
Centre where he provides repair and 
maintenance services to a cluster of 20 villages 
Ramgiri village in Baipariguda block. As some of 
these villages are scattered over far flung 
remote locations, while few are Naxalite 
affected villages, he still reaches there on his 
bicycle to ensure that lamps get repaired on 
time as he feels responsible for each lamp 
within his cluster villages.  
  
At the time when the program was initiated, 
Trinath was searching for a part-time work so 
that he could pursue his graduation. The Million 
SoUL Program provided him an opportunity in 
the assembling, distributing and servicing the 
SoUL. He took training for the same in the 4 
days training workshop and assembled 2,000 
SoULs. His most significant contribution to 
program was as a SoUL Repair Center Manager, 
for which he currently earns a monthly 
remuneration of Rs. 2,750. His devotion for the 
duty of repairing the lamps helped him not to 
deter even when he had to visit the Naxalite 
effected regions of his district and render high 
quality repair & maintenance services. 
  
His dedication and efforts as a SRCM is simply 
inspiring and felicitated him with the best SRCM 
award recently at a training schedule of Million 
SoUL Phase – II. So far, Trinath has earned 
Rs.20,000 from the Million SoUL Program, and 
he wishes to utilize them for pursuing higher 
studies to secure a better future. 

dedicated efforts. Her astounding efforts and 
dedication became an inspiration for other 
assemblers as well. Anjulata, with her 
dedicated efforts, earned Rs. 35,000 from the 
Million SoUL Program and utilized the money 
for paying her coaching fees and buying 
books for the preparation of competitive 
exams. Her hard work and determination 
helped her to secure first class in the C.R.P.F. 
and C.I.S.F. examinations in women’s quota.  
 
She expresses her gratitude saying , “It is only 
because of the money I earned from Million 
SoUL Program I could soar in the sky of my 
dreams.” 
 
 
 

Residing in a small village of Petegaon in 

Mandla, Madhya Pradesh; Anjulata has always 
been very proactive in her academics since her 
childhood. After completing her 12th standard, 
she decided that she would pursue college 
studies as well as prepare for various 
competitive exams.  
  
Anjulata was fully aware of her family’s feeble 
financial conditions; she knew that her father’s 
monthly income was not adequate enough to 
support her college and coaching fees. But she 
decided not to let her financial situation 
become an obstacle in her path of dreams. She 
came to know about the Million SoUL Program 
through her mother who associated with 
CARDs self-help group (SHG) Program. Anjulata 
contacted the CARD executives and learned 
more about the Million SoUL Program.  
Despite of the opposition from her parents she 
still decided to work in the Million SoUL 
Program to earn some money. With this 
money, she could pay for her college & 
coaching fees. But it was a huge challenge to 
attend the college, coaching classes and to 
work for SoUL program simultaneously. Initially 
could only assemble 10-20 lamps a day given 
her constraints, but gradually she started to 
assemble 40-50 lamps per day with her utmost 

The story is about a young man of Anjania, 

Dist. Mandla, namely Virendra Chakarvarty. 
He visited one of the Million SoUL Program 
IP’s offices of CARD (Centre for Advance 
Research & Development) at Anjania, 
enquiring for some job. He was offered for a 
job in the capacity of an assembler and 
distributor in the Million SoUL Program, after 
participating and successfully completion of 
training.  
  
He proved his capabilities in the early stage 
itself by his excellent performance and 
attracted the attention of the management. 
He was chosen on the post of supervisor 
during the training period. Fortunately, his 
performance and capacities were also 
witnessed by Mr. Munish Jain, the State 
Coordinator of the Program, during his visit at 
Ghughri, in the training period of SoUL. 
  
Virendra was then advised to submit his 
resume very soon he was called for a personal 
interview at Mumbai office of Million SoUL 
Program. He was selected for the post of Field 
Officer and was posted at Bichhia Block. Once 
again proved to be a very effective field 
officer, he carried out his all duties brilliantly 
& yet he hasn’t seized to give an impressive 
performance at his job. This is the success 
story of a youth whose life was illuminated by 
the Program Million SoUL. 

ILLUMINATING THE LIFE OF 
AN UNEMPLOYED 
YOUNGSTER  
Mr. Virendra Chakravarti  
Field Officer, Anjaniya, Mandla, Madhya Pradesh  
  FLIGHT OF DREAMS WITH 

WINGS OF SoUL 
Ms. Anjulata  
Petegaon, Mandla, Madhya Pradesh 
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Despite keen interest in the studies, Ajay Kale a 

class 10th student had no option but to 
compromise on evening studies as it was 
difficult to study in a poorly lit kerosene lamp. 
The smoke produced by the kerosene lamp 
caused irritation and pain in eyes and nose 
making it difficult to study at night. “Neither 
could I put the required efforts for securing the 
percentages I aimed for, nor could I afford 
better lighting option. “I was desperate for 
some solution” Ajay recalls.  
  
He resides in a small hamlet Satichiwadi 
comprising 15-20 poor tribal households 
situated in Sangamner block of Ahmednagar 
district, Maharashtra. Since this hamlet is not 
connected to the grid and all households have 
illegal connection, they often suffer from brown 
outs or black-outs during dark hours. 
 
 As a result, households have to resort to 
kerosene wick lamps from dusk till the dawn.  

त्माभुऱे भाझी वला ऩरयवयात हठकाणी ओऱख 
ननभााण झारी .वौर प्रोजेक्ट भुऱे भाझा 
आत्भवलश्लाव लाढरा आशे .मभऱारेल्मा ऩळैाचा लाऩय 
भी नलीन व्मलवाम कयण्मावाठी केरा त्मात  बाताची 
श्रगयणी ल कोंफडी ऩारन मावाठी खयुाड े  घेतरे त्मा 
भध्मे  ५० कोंफडीची वऩल्रे घेतरी ल त्माचा वाॊबाऱ 
कयत आशे तवेच भोठ्मा बालावाठी वऩठाची श्रगयणी 
घेतरी आशे. त्मा तून त्मारा योजगाय मभऱारा आशे . 
आई.आई.टी. फॉम्फे. च्मा मभमरमन वोर प्रकल्ऩाभुऱे 
भरा नलीन व्मलवाम वाठी बाॊडलर ननमभाती झारी. 
तवेच वोरय ळेत्रात काभ कयण्माची वॊधी भरा 
मभऱारी. वोरय रम्ऩ प्रोजेक्ट खऩू चाॊगरा आशे त्मा 
भुऱे ग्राभीण  बागातीर  रोकाॊना योजगायाची वॊधी 
मभऱते  तवेच भरा हश वोरय ळेत्रात ऩुन्शा काभ 
कयामचे आशे म्शणनू भी वध्मा WOTR वॊस्था फयोफय 
नलीन वोरय हदले वलकण्माचे काभ कयत आशे . 

भी अननता यभेळ बाॊगये भाझे गाल मळवलत आशे. 
मळवलत ऩरयवय आहदलावी अवल्माने मळषणावाठी भी 
याजूय भध्मे जाले रागत अवे. भाझे मळषण फी.एड. 
झारे आशे. फी.एड. झाल्मा नॊतय भरा मळषण ळेत्रात 
काभ मभऱारे नवल्माने भी आई फयोफय ळेताभध्मे काभ 
कयते. अगोदय भी WOTR मा एन.जी.ओ.भध्मे लवुॊधया 
वेवलका म्शणनू काभ कयत शोते. लवुॊधया वेवलकाचे काभ 
शे मळवलत ल त्मा ळेजायीर ऩरयवयात आशे घया ळेजायी 
काभ अवल्माने फाशेय कुठे जाण्माव ऩयलानगी देत 
नव्शते. लवुॊधया वेवलका मा काभाचे भानधन भरा 
भहशन्मारा ३००० ते ४००० रुऩमे मभऱत शोते. मा 
भानधनालय घयचा खचा बागात शोता .  
  
WOTR मा वॊस्थेभधनू भरा आई.आई.टी. फॉम्फे. माॊचा 
वोर प्रकल्ऩचे काभ अकोरे तारुक्मात चारू शोणाय आशे 
माची भाहशती मभऱारी. त्मा नुवाय भी WOTR भध्मे 
भुराखत हदरी ल भाचा २०१४ ऩावून वोर प्रकल्ऩाभध्मे 
वोरय रम्ऩ जुऱणीचे काभ करू रागरे . भरा 
वुयलातीरा जुऱणीचे काभ काशीच मेत नव्शते 
आई.आई.टी. फॉम्फे. माॊच्माकडून प्रमळषण मभऱारे ल 
त्मा नुवाय भी मा प्रकल्ऩाभध्मे काभारा वुयलात केरी. 
प्रकल्ऩाभुऱे आभच्मा बागात वोरय हदव्माचे पामदे मा 
वलऴमी भाहशती मभऱारी. वोरय भुऱे घयातीर लाऩयात 
अवरेल्मा श्रचभणी भुऱे शोणाया त्राव फॊद झारा ल 
आभच्मा ऩरयवयात ऩालवाळ्मात लीज वतत जात अवते 
त्मा भुऱे ऩमाामी व्मलस्था झारी .वौर हदला फनलण्माव 
भरा प्रत्मेकी १० रुऩमे मभऱत अवे भी योज ५० ते ६० 
हदले वुयलातीरा फनलत अवे नॊतय भी हदलवारा १०० ते 
१५० हदले फनलरे त्मातनू भरा  ७० ते ८० शजाय उत्ऩन 
मभऱारे .  

The Million SoUL Program was implemented in 
Sangamner block of Ahmednagar district in 
2014 through NGO partner Watershed 
Organization Trust (WOTR). 
 
Ajay Kale, class IX student grabbed the 
opportunity to purchase the SoUL as the family 
could afford it easily. SoUL helped him to study 
for longer hours during the night without 
causing any eye irritation and suffocation 
 
There was significant improvement in the 
annual percentage and he secured 2nd rank 
given the efforts that he had put in the studies. 
Now, he has set a goal of securing 1st rank in 
the class in his board (Secondary School 
Certificate – SSC) exams.  
 

STUDENT EXCELS IN 
ACADEMICS, SECURES  
2ND RANK IN CLASS IX  
Ajay Kale 
Bhairavnath Middle School, Dolasane, 
Satichiwadi, Sangamner  
Ahmednagar, Maharashtra  

  

सोरच्मा साथीने झारी 
स्लप्ने साकाय 
अननता यभेळ बाांगये 
असेम्ब्रय, मळसलत, भहायाष्ट्र 
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‘Need originates the ingenuity and the 

simplest of the things can benefit to an 
extraordinary extent.’  
 
The success story of Mr. Anant Gawandha and 
his wife is a unique tale about the usage of 
SoUL in their early morning “Mogra” (Jasmine 
flower) plucking activity, their primary 
occupation. Mr. Anant Gawandha & his wife 
live in Ambyacha Pada, a small village in district 
Palghar belonging to tribal community. They 
depend upon Mogra (Jasmine) plantation as 
major source of income, an activity which they 
started in 2006. Through selling ‘Mogra’ 
produce, the couple earns close to Rs. 80,000 
per year. The Gawandha couple first became 
part of the IITB’s Million SoUL Program as 
assemblers. They acquired the knowledge 
about soldering, multimeter testing and 
handling of electrical components for the first 
time. During the course of the assembly phase, 
the couple together assembled 5,587 lamps 
earning around 55,870.  

The Million SoUL Program in Sendhawa block 
presented her with an opportunity that she 
was waiting for. She enrolled herself in the 
training program and took the training for 
SoUL assembly. She received. Rs. 15,000. 
With the assembling work that she did under 
the program, she earned a decent amount, 
with which she wants to use in her further 
studies. 
At present she is working as a SoUL repair 
center manager and earns Rs. 2,750 per 
month. She utilizes this money in paying for 
her studies as well as her family’s livelihood. 
She’s also planning to take another step 
towards becoming a solar entrepreneur and 
has started selling other solar products from 
her SoUL repair center. 
  
Chanda Powar is an inspiration for everyone. 
Her story depicts that all inabilities can be 
overcome with sheer determination and 
constant efforts. Anything can be achieved 
and one can make their weaknesses into 
strengths. 

Physical disability is often perceived as a 

disadvantage for a human being, often making 
them dependent on others for almost all 
aspects. It is very difficult for them to even 
complete their daily chores by themselves. One 
has to be dependent on the family member’s 
for earning a living.  
 
However, the society is dynamic and its 
approach is changing by day, right from shift in 
denoting such people as differently abled, to 
creating jobs for them earning incomes on their 
own, with the strong determination and 
willpower to overcome the inability one can 
carve a fortune, success story of Ms. Chanda 
Powar is one such example. 
  
Chanda Powar from a small village of Banjara 
Tanda, in Block Sendhawa, M.P is differently 
abled as her both legs are non functional. She 
can only walk and stand using crutches. She has 
a family of 5 members, with a very poor 
financial background. Her father earns living for 
the entire family by doing daily wage labor. She 
completed her education till 10th standard; she 
couldn’t continue her further studies due to her 
poor financial conditions. 
  
Despite of being disabled Chanda always 
wanted to earn for herself. Not only she 
wanted to be independent, but also had 
aspirations to support her family financially.  

After the assembly, this couple also proactively 
participated in the distribution of SoUL and 
campaigning activities.  Through the money 
earned from the program, the couple was also 
able to purchase a two wheeler, which has 
helped them in carrying out the distribution 
activity. In total, they distributed around 7,000 
lamps earning about Rs. 70,000. Together from 
both assembling and distribution activities the 
couple earned more than Rs. 1,20,000, which 
as they acknowledged as ‘a very significant 
achievement of their life.’ 
 
After SoUL assembly and distribution, they 
thought of using SoUL as an aid in their 
livelihood activities as well. As the ‘Mogra’ 
flowers are to be plucked in the early morning 
hours, the couple used to take kerosene lamp 
for lighting. ‘Kerosene lamps were difficult to 
handle and its use used to slow down our 
activity’ recalls Anant. However after getting 
SoUL, the couple started using SoUL instead of 
kerosene lamp during plucking of the ‘Mogra’, 
which reduced their time and efforts by almost 
half.  
Mr. and Mrs. Gawandha are grateful and they 
quote thankfulness to Million SoUL Program, 
for enabling them the opportunity to generate 
a significant income from the assembly & 
distribution, and also for providing the lamp 
which has made their livelihood activity quite 
efficient.  
At present Mr. Anant Gawandha is also 
working as a SRC Manager, since January 2015, 
he has been providing services to the villages 
he has been assigned and had successfully 
repaired 216 SoULs till date.  
 

SoUL LIT UP THE 
‘MOGRA’ PLUCKING 
Mr. & Mrs. Anant Gawandha 
Assemblers & distributors 
Jawhar, Palghar, Maharashtra 

OVERCOMING ALL 
DISABILITIES 
Ms. Chanda Powar 
Banjara Tanda, Sendhawa, Madhya Pradesh 
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The story of Ganesh Wagad, from small village 

of Mokhada in Palghar district of Maharashtra, 
has served as a role model to many who are 
associated with the Million SoUL Program. He 
comes from a village inhabited by tribal 
community, with people having low to medium 
monthly income. Ganesh has completed 
education till 10th standard (S.S.C.).  
 
Before associating with the Million SoUL 
Program, Ganesh used to work with local NGO 
BAIF and earned merely Rs. 3000 per month. 
Subsistence farming and limited income were 
only enough to get through his family’s monthly 
expenses without any potential for future 
savings.  
 
Ganesh got associated with the program 
through BAIF, who were the local implementing 
partners in the region. He attended the 4 day 
training session in Jawhar block and learned 
how to assemble a SoUL. In the course of the 
entire assembling activities he assembled 4,000 
lamps. He also participated in the SoUL 
distribution and distributed around 7,500 lamps 
in nearby schools.  

He further enquired about the employment 
opportunity as an assembler and distributor 
in this program; however his suitability for 
the job remained a question for him. He 
contacted GVT officials and after 
consultation with GVT officials he enrolled 
himself to  attend 4 days SoUL assembling 
and distribution training conducted at 
Jhabua by IITB officials. During training, he 
understood assembling process and felt that 
he could become an assembler. Since 
September 2014, he started working as an 
assembler with GVT, initially he faced few 
problems with assembling process of SoUL 
but with regular guidance and under 
supervision of GVT and IIT official he tried to 
completely understand the process. . He 
showed required confidence in assembling 
process and later on he became one of best 
SoUL assemblers in terms of quality and 
quantity. Today, being perfect in 
assembling, many of other assemblers 
approach him with their doubts and 
questions prior to approaching supervisor 
directly. 
  
Through assembling of SoUL, he is earning 
significantly and is able to meet his personal 
as well as academic expenses on his own  
Being skilled assembler, he has assembled 
more than 1,100 lamps during a time span 
of 3 months and earned more than Rs. 
9,000 with working approximate 15 days 
per month. Since he is associated with 
Million SoUL Program, his parents are also 
happy that although having physically 
challenged, through SoUL program, Raju has 
developed his skill towards assembling of 
SoUL and got insight about relevant basics 
of electrical and solar energy and more 
important he is earning some money too 
out of this job. Today, he says, GVT has not 
just given me job training and opportunity, 
but also taught me to lead a dignified life; 
also since my association with the SoUL 
program, my life has changed significantly.  

Raju Damor (age-18), physically handicapped by 

birth, is a son of a farmer of village Surenala of 
Rama block of Jhabua district (M.P.). Like many 
other families in the village, Raju’s family 
(comprises of 6 members) is also dependent on 
agriculture for their livelihood. Raju has one 
younger and two elder brothers who are also 
engaged in farming activities on their own farms 
as well as farms of others as a wage labor when 
they are free from their own farm activities. 
  
Raju is a B. Sc. First year student. While one of his 
elder brothers is also studying in bachelor degree 
and is able to meet his academic expenses by 
working on other farms in and around the village; 
it is very difficult for Raju to bear his academic 
and daily expenses. Due to this, he often feels 
disappointed when he sees all his brothers and 
neighbors working and are in position to fulfill 
their financial needs on their own.  
 
He has always been worried that whether he will 
be able to find any suitable job through which he 
can earn some money and reduce financial 
burden of his family to some extent. In August 
2014, Raju came to know about IIT Bombay’s 
“Millon SoUL Program” to be implemented in 
collaboration with “Gramin Vikas Trust (GVT), 
Jhabua”.  

Through his association with the program, 
Ganesh was able to earn Rs. 1,50,000 within 
of 6 months. He also went on to establish SRC 
(SoUL Repair Center) to provide repair and 
maintenance services to nearby villages i.e. 
Barista, Chas, Aase etc. Till date, he had 
successfully repaired 737 lamps. 
 
Ganesh Wagad‘s dream of becoming an 
entrepreneur had just begun and the Million 
SoUL Program gave his aspirations to become 
a self-sufficient individual an apt support. 
Realizing the potential for solar products, 
Ganesh decided to open an electronics retail 
shop where he would sell various solar 
products. For his endeavors, IITB helped in 
providing the necessary guidance and 
information about the vendors and helped in 
the procurement of the products that he could 
sell in the local market. 
  
Ganesh initially invested about Rs. 75,000 - 
80,000 to start his shop and for the purchase 
of solar products. However, the vendors were 
reluctant to provide credit given the risky rural 
market. Through his consistent efforts, Ganesh 
effectively sold solar products without any 
credit at his own risk. Vendors acknowledged 
his efforts and extended credit 50% of the 
total amount of the purchase, for 15- 30 days 
credit period. 
  
He also now encourages other people in his 
village to sell these products, by giving them 
certain commission on the each product sold 
individually. Many young people are 
associated with his shop and sell the products 
for him on commission basis. By this, he has 
not only channelized the income among local 
people but has sown seed for future solar 
market growth in the region. He further 
wishes to continue his entrepreneurial efforts 
by selling more of such solar products. 
 

SoUL INSPIRES SOLAR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
Mr. Ganesh Wangad 
A Solar Entrepreneur, SRCM  
Mokhada, Palghar, Maharashtra  

  

DIFFERENTLY ABLED  
DISTRIBUTOR 
Mr. Raju Damor  
Surenala, Rama ,Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh. 
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ऩयेळ वोनलणे शा चीचऩडा गालाचा यहशलाळी आशे. त्माने 
२००८ वारी आई.टी. चा कोवा  जव्शाय मेथे केरा शोता,  
ऩयॊतु त्मारा कुढल्माशी प्रकायचा योजगाय मभऱत नव्शता 
म्शणून घयाभध्मेळेती शा एकाच ऩमााम अवल्माभुऱे तो 
घयाभध्मे लडडराॊना ळेती भध्मे भदत कयत शोता आऩरे 
घय चारलण्मावाठी ळेतीचे काभ कयाले रागत अवे . 

ळेतीभध्मे फाफाॊना भदत कयत अवताना तो फाशेय कॊ ऩनी 
आणण प्रामलेट ऑकपवभध्मे काभ ऩाशत शोता. ऩयॊतु 
कुठल्माशी प्रकायचा जॉफ मभऱत नवल्माभुऱे तो ननयाळ आणण 
शताळ झारा शोता. अश्माप्रकाये त्माने ५-६ लऴे घयी फवूनच 
काढरी प्रमत्न वुरु ठेलरे आणण वतत नलीन वॊधीचा ळोध घेत 
याहशरा. 
 
आऩल्मा मभत्राॊफयोफय, नातेलामकाॊफयोफय काभावाठी चचाा 
केरी ऩयॊतु काशीच पामदा झारा नाशी अवे अवताना 
एके हदलळी त्माराजव्शाय भधल्मा फाएप ळाखेची भाहशती 
मभऱारीकी ह्ह्मा वॊस्थेभध्मे ळाऱेतीर भुराॊना 
अभ्मावावाठी वौयऊजाालय चारणाये हदले लाटामचे काभ 
चारू आशे, भग त्माने प्रोजेक्टची भाहशती काढरी आणण 
तो फाएप ह्ह्मा वॊस्थेच्मा वॊऩकाात वुरुलातीरा काभ 
कयताना वलम नवल्माभुऱे त्मारा ऩुष्कऱ अडचणी आल्मा 
ऩयॊतु न डगभगता त्मान ेआऩरे काभ वुरु ठेलरे, त्माने शऱूशऱू 
लादाभधल्मा ळाऱाभध्मे कॅम्ऩैननॊग वुरु केरी. प्रथभ एकटाच 
अवल्माभुऱे ळाऱेकडून खूऩ भदत शात शोती, 
आई.आई.टी. च्मा ऑकपववाकडून हश खूऩ भदत झारी 
आणण तवेच रैननॊगभुऱे काभारा गती मभऱारीऩयॊतु काभ 
कयत अवताॊना वलद्मार्थ्मााना भाहशती देताॊना बीती लाटत 
अवे ऩयॊतु शऱूशऱू वलम शोऊन तो व्मलजस्थतरयत्मा 
भागादळान करूरागरा, शऱूशऱू त्माच्मात हशम्भत मेऊ 
रागरी आणण अश्मारयतीने  त्मानेवला लाड्मा भधीर वला 
ळाऱाॊभध्मे कॅम्ऩेननॊग आणण वलतयण केरे. 
 
वोर लाटऩ कयत अवताना खचा जास्त मेत नव्शता त्माभुऱे 
त्माची शऱूशऱू का शोईना ऩण प्रगती शोत गेरी. अवे काभ 
कयत अवताना त्माच्मा फहशणीचे रग्न जभरे ऩयॊतु न 
डगभगता त्माने शे काभ चारू ठेलरे. जलऱऩाव ४५,००० रुऩमे 
त्मारा ह्ह्मा प्रोजेक्ट भधून मभऱारे. 

मा प्रोग्राभ भधून मभऱारेल्मा ऩैश्माॊभधून भग ऩयेळने 
आऩल्मा फहशणीचा वललाश खूऩ आनॊदात ऩाय वलतयण कयत 
अवताॊना आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई आणण फाएप वॊस्तेने 
केरेरी भदत खूऩ भशत्लाची ठयरी त्माभुऱे लाडा 
वलबागाभध्मे जलऱ-जलऱ ७० % वलतयण त्माने केरे, शी 
खूऩ अमबभानास्ऩद गोष्ट आशे. 

मभमरमन सोर प्रोजेक्टभुऱे 
मभऱारा योज़गाय 
ऩयेळ सोनालणे 
भुचीचऩाडा, ऩो.गायगाल, लाडा, चज.ठाणे. 
  

“… I have worked with SoUL program as a 
distributor that helped me become 
financially strong and independent. I bought 
a motor cycle for myself and a computer for 
my children. Afterwards IITB & BAIF elected 
me as SRC manger to run the SRC. I have 
sold many solar products and it has helped 
me to increase my daily income, this way 
the program of solar lamp has truly 
enlightened my future. I hope IITB will run 
this program across all rural regions of our 
country.” 
  
-  Indradev Kavadkar,  

Distributor & SRC manager Athner block. 
Betul district, Madhya Pradesh 

“….. We certify that in our school overall 
results are getting improving because of 
solar lamps, distributed by BAIF with the 
help of IITB. This solar lamp is very useful 
for our students in their study and their 
overall percentages are increasing, we are 
thankful to IITB for distributing this use  
solar lamp, and we are hoping that IITB 
will keep on running these kinds of 
programs to help student in rural areas.” 
  
-  Principal 

Govt. Office of Girls High Medium 
School Ahtner Block: Ather District: 
Betul  
State: Madhya Pradesh.   
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ऩेटरालद वल.खॊ. के यशलावी िी. दळयथ चौशानजीने 
मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजनाके तशत अवेम्फमरॊग, वलतयण 
तथा वोर रयऩेमय वेंटय भैनेजय का कामा ककमा शै | 
दळयथजी न ेकषा १०ली तक मळषा शामवर की शै, लें 
घय-घय भोटय फाइॊडड ॊग का कामा कयके रगबग शय 
भशीने ४,५०० रू. तक की आम कभात ेथ|े उनके ऩाव 
कुर ६ फीघा जभीन शै जजवभे ले स्लमॊ खेतीफाड़ी का 
कामा कयते शैं | उनके ऩरयलाय भें ३ बाई एलॊ २ फच्चे शैं| 
  
केलर उनकी मवमभत आम भें उनके ऩरयलाय का 
बयणऩोऴण वशी ढॊग वे नशीॊ शो ऩा यशा था | तबी उन्शें 
वोर ऩरयमोजना के फाये भें ऩता चरा तफ उन्शोंने इव 
ऩरयमोजना भें हशस्वा रेने का ननणाम मरमा, औय 
इवमरए कपय उन्शोंने न ेआई. आई. टी. फॉम्फे द्लाया 
आमोजजत प्रमळषण कामाक्रभ भें बाग मरमा | इव 
ऩरयमोजना भैं उन्शोंने २०० रैंऩ फनाए | अऩने एक 
वशमोगी के वाथ मभरकय उन्शोंने रैंऩ वलतयण का बी 
कामा ककमा | उन्शोंने रगबग ३,५०० रैंऩ वलतरयत ककमे 
इव ऩरयमोजना वे उन्शें रगबग ५५,००० रू. तक की 
आभदनी शुई शै |  
  
वोर ऩरयमोजना भें अवेम््रय तथा डडस्री्मूटय का 
कामा कयने के ऩश्चात उन्शोंने वोर रयऩेमय एलॊ भयम्भत 
के शेतु अऩने लका ळॉऩ भें अऩने वाथी को जगश दी 
ताकक लश वोर रयऩेमय वेंटय खोर वके, औय वोर 
रयऩेमय भे बी अऩना मोगदान ककमा | 

He expresses his sincere gratitude towards 
IITB & Sahjeevan Samiti for providing the 
opportunity to work on this program & the 
appraisal that he received for his dedication 
he showed in the program. He says, “This 
program in the true sense has given me the 
lost confidence back & hope to achieve my 
dreams & desires.” 

Mr. Pradeep Singh Baghel had completed his 

higher education B.Tech (Agriculture) 70% in 
2013-14 from Mahatma Gandhi Chitrkoot 
Gramoday University, Chitrkoot. After 
completing his education he was searching for 
jobs, after few months, he heard about the 
Million SoUL Program taking place in Kotma 
block. He met the concerned personnel and 
learned about the entire program and it’s 
activities. He decided to join this program; he 
attended a technical training program which 
was conducted by IIT Bombay team. After that 
he was called as an assembler. He learned how 
to make a quality SoUL and how to distribute it 
in the schools, and which type of formality will 
be done.  
 
Witnessing his exceptionally good work the 
institutional partner Sahjeevan Samiti decided 
to promote him as a distribution in-charge. He 
was fulfilling his duties with reliably and 
appropriately. Considering his tremendously 
exceptional performance, NGO promoted Mr. 
Baghel to “program Coordinator” for the one 
Million SoUL Program. Mr. Baghel is now 
working for over 18 months in this program. As 
an assembler in one month he earned Rs. 2000, 
as a distributer in two month he earned Rs. 
15,000 & the most amazing fact is that after 
becoming program manager he earned 
Rs.1,92,000 till December 2015. His total 
earning in this working period was Rs. 2,09,000, 
and counting.  

मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना भें झाफुआ जजरे के 
ऩेटरालद वलकावखॊड के कैराळ चौशानजी न े हशस्वा 
मरमा | कैराळजी १२ली कषा तक तारीभ शामवर कय 
चुकें  शै तथा अऩने ऩुश्तैनी जभीनऩय खेती कयते शै 
औय अऩने वऩता के वाथ मभरकय अन्म कामा कयके 
अऩना जीलन माऩन कयते शैं| कुर ३ फीघा जभीन 
उनके ऩाव शै | उनके ऩरयलाय भें ४ बाई तथा २ फच्चे 
शैं | 
 
वोर ऩरयमोजना वे जुडकय उन्शोंने वोर ननभााण का 
प्रमळषण मरमा | उन्शोंने इव ऩरयमोजना भें २०० रैंऩ 
का ननभााण ककमा | अवेम्फमरॊग के वाथ उन्शोंने रैंऩ 
वलतयण का कामा बी वषभता वे ननबामा | उन्शोंने 
रगबग ४,५०० रैम्ऩ आवऩाव के स्कूरों भें जाकय 
वलतरयत ककमे | इव ऩूयी ऩरयमोजना वे उन्शें तकयीफन 
५५,००० रू. तक की आभदनी शुई | इवतयश भात्र २ वे 
३ भशीनों अजजात आम वे उन्शें अऩने ऩय गला भशवूव 
शोने रगा | उन्शें इतना दृढवलश्लाव शो गमा की खेती 
के वाथ वाथ लें औय बी कभाई कय वकते शैं |  
 
उन्शें इव ऩरयमोजना भें काभ कयके फशुत अच्छा रगा 
तथा अफ लें अऩने ऩरयलाय का बयणऩोऴण औय बी 
अच्छी तयीके वे कय वकते शैं | उनका आत्भवलश्लाव 
बी फशुत फढ़ा, ले ननयॊतय इव ऩरयमोजना वे जुड़ ेयशना 
चाशते शै औय कामा कयते यशना चाशते शैं| अवेम्फमरॊग, 
वलतयण के वाथ उन्शोंने वोर रयऩेमय वेंटय भेनेजेय बी 
फनने का ननणाम मरमा, औय जजववे उनकी भामवक 
आभदनी २,७५० रू. की एक लऴा तक वुननजश्चत शो 
गमी शै | 

जीलनभे नमी ददळा, भामसक 
योज़गायके सांग 
दळयथ धूरजी चौहान  
ऩेटरालद, झाफआु, भध्मप्रदेळ  

सोर ऩरयमोजना से मभरा 
मथेष्ट्ठ योज़गाय 
कैराळ चौहान  
ऩेटरालद, झाफुआ, भध्मप्रदेळ 

SoUL ENLIGHTENS 
CAREER OF A NERVOUS 
ENGINEER 
Mr. Pradeep Singh Baghel 
program  In-Charge, Sahjeevan Samiti, 
Shahdol, Madhya Pradesh  
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IITB’s The Million SoUL Program was conceived 

with an objective to provide high quality, 
affordable clean light for study purposes to 
school students in rural India, in the fastest 
possible way; increasing the no of study hours 
of the students, improving their academic 
performance. The success story of student 
Ritesh Sahu is one of the many 
acknowledgements of the attainment of the 
said objective.  
  
Ritesh Sahu is a student of RCD High School, 
Nabarangpur, resident of village Totabeda block 
Sangamner, district Ahmednagar State Odisha. 
He has no electricity in his house.  
 
Earlier they were using kerosene chimney for 
lighting purpose. His family used to purchase 
kerosene oil of Rs. 150 every month. They were 
facing many problems due to the use of 
kerosene lamps. He bought the Solar Urja Lamp 
while the distribution was going on in his 
school.  
 
He started studying under the lamp & it was 
also used for other household purposes.      
Ritesh got the scholarship this year in class V. 
His younger brother is also studying using SoUL. 
Both study every day for 3-4 hours during the 
dark hours, after getting the solar light they 
stopped buying kerosene for lighting from the 
market. 

इवी क्रभ भें गाॉल फोयी भें फारकनाथ यालर जी कक 
दो ऩोनतमा यौळनी यालर औय मळल्ऩा यालर जों कक 
कषा ७ भें अध्ममनयत शै उनकों बी वोरय रैंऩ 
मभरा शै | यौळनी ल मळल्ऩा का कशना शै अफ उन्शें 
बफजरी यशे मा न यशे उवकी श्रचॊता नशीॊ शै क्मोंकक 
वोरय रैंऩ के कायण उनकी ऩढ़ाई फयाफय चर यशी शै 
औय श्रचभनी के धुएॊ वे बी छुटकाया मभर गमा शै | 
फारकनाथ यालरजी जों कक एक छोटी ककयाना 
कीदकुान बी चराते शै, का कशना शै कक वोरय रैंऩ 
के कायण उनकी आभदनी भें बी फढ़ोतयी शुई शै | 
जशाॉ ऩशरे उनकी दकुान ळाभ ऩड़ते शी फॊद कयनी 
ऩड़ती थी अफ यात भें बी चरती शै औय वोरय रैंऩ 
कक यौळनी वे उनका काभ चरता शै | अॊत भें मशी 
कशा जा वकता शै कक वोरय रैंऩ इन दयू दयाज के 
षेत्रो भें प्रत्मष औय ऩयोष रूऩ वे फशुत शी उऩमोगी 
मवद्ध शोगी | प्रत्मष रूऩ वे ऩढ़ाई, घयेरू काभ काज 
औय योजभयाा की जरुयतों भें, तथा ऩयोष रूऩ वे गाॉल 
औय ळशय के भध्म कक दयूी कभ कयने औय ऊजाा के 
वलळार बॊडाय का वशी ल वभुश्रचत उऩमोग कयने भें | 
तथा अन्म ऊजाा वॊवाधनो ऩय ननबायता कभ कयने भें  
बी इवका फशुत मोगदान शो वकता शै|  

आज के दौय भें जशाॉ वाया वॊवाय वॊचाय क्राॊनत के 
भाध्मभ वे मळषा प्रा्त कय यशा शै| लशीीँ वलश्ल के वफवे 
फड़ ेरोकतॊत्र के कईं गाॉल आज बी ऩढ़ने के मरए प्रकाळ 
जैवी भूरबूत वुवलधा वे लॊश्रचत शै | प्रताऩगढ़ जजरे के 
गाॉल फोयी ननलावी िी रकनाथ यालर जी का कशना शै 
कक वयकाय न े शभे बफजरी के खम्बे ल भीटय तो 
उऩर्ध कयलाए शै ऩयन्तु बफजरी के तायो भें 
आलश्मकता के वभम कयेंट नशी दौड़ता शै| बफजरी के  
इव आॉख मभचौरी औय कभी के कायण भुख्म रूऩ वे 
फच्चो की मळषा ऩय वफवे अश्रधक कुप्रबाल ऩड़ता शै 
फच्चो को ऩढ़ने शेतु ळाभ ल यात के वभम प्रकाळ की 
आलश्मकता शोती शै| जो बफजरी की इव कभी के 
कायण ऩूयी नशीॊ शो ऩाती शै| 
  
फच्चे अऩनी ऩढ़ाई के मरए भजफूयीलळ केयोवीन वे 
जरने लारी श्रचभनी का प्रमोग कयते शै इव श्रचभनी के 
प्रमोग वे धुएॊ के कायण फच्चों को कई प्रकाय कक आॉखों 
वे वम्फॊश्रधत फीभारयमाॊ शो जाती शै जैवे आॉखों का रार 
शो जाना, आॉखों वे ऩानी का आना आहद, इवके 
अनतरयक्त कई अन्म ळायीरयक बफभारयमाॊ शो जाती शै 
औय वफवे फड़ा खतया तो यात को ऩढ़ते लक्त नीॊद आ 
जाने ऩय शोता शै जफ ऩढ़ते ऩढ़ते नीॊद आ जामे औय 
श्रचभनी वे कऩड़ो भें कशी आग रग जामे | आज के इव 
मवमभत वॊवाधनों के मुग भें शभे इन मवमभत वॊवाधनों 
को वलकल्ऩ के रूऩ भें वौय ऊजाा को लैकजल्ऩक ऊजाा 
स्त्रोत के रूऩ भें प्रमोग कयना शोगा, क्मोंकक वौय ऊजाा 
का बॊडाय शभें प्रकनत न ेअथाश रूऩ भें दे यखा शै| वोरय 
ऊजाा रैंऩ बी उवी हदळा भें एक प्रमाव शै जो गाॉल औय 
ळशय के फीच की वलकाव की दयूी को कभ कयता शै औय 
ऊजाा का वशी ल ननळुल्क उऩमोग बी मवखाता शै | 
 
मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना आई आई टी भुॊफई द्लाया 
वॊचामरत एलॊ ग्राभीण वलकाव रस्ट द्लाया कामााजन्लत  
वलत्तीम बागीदाय – नल एलॊ नलीनीकयण ऊजाा भॊत्रारम ल 
आइडडमा के द्लाया प्रताऩगढ़ जजरे के ऩीऩरखूॊट तशवीर 
भें कषा ५ वे १२ तक के फच्चो को वोरय रैंऩ हदए 
गए | 

This lamp is not only benefited his family but 
also the kids in the village where his mother is 
from. His mother mentions, “When we visit to 
our relative’s village to Kalahandi district, 
which is 140 kms from Nabarangpur Block, all 
neighboring students come to our house and 
study. They are also facing many problems in 
their studies during the dark hours; I wish 
SoUL program distributes Solar Lamps there as 
well.” 
  
Ritesh wants to become a good doctor in 
future. He expresses his gratitude for the help 
that SoUL has provided him in his studies.  
MSP (Million SoUL Program) also takes pride in 
playing a significant role in his success. The 
beneficiary Ajay Kale & many others are 
benefitted by the Million SoUL Program, their 
success is in true sense the success of the 
inception of the entire program. 

A GROUP STUDY 
WITH SoUL 
Ritesh Sahu 
Totabeda, Nabarangpur, Odisha  

सोर से उजागय हुआ 
साया घय  
यौळनी यालर औय मळल्ऩा यालर  
ऩीऩरखूॊट, प्रताऩगढ़, याजस्थान  
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CARD organization is implementing various 

development programs through the support of 
indigenous communities in different areas of 
Dhar district. Hari Singh is also a part of tribal 
community of Tirla block. He has always 
showed interest in developmental initiatives, 
which promoted him to work with the SoUL 
program.  
  
After the completion of SoUL training, he 
participated in both assembling and distribution 
process. He also prepared his own boxes for 
carrying SoUL. When interviewed, he asserted, 
“Million SoUL Program supported me in all the 
possible ways and I earned about Rs. 40,000 
while performing these activities. This further 
boosted my confidence in taking another 
initiative. I was able to effectively communicate 
in local language with school students and 
teachers. I worked as a SRC Manager now and I 
am thankful for this opportunity. I enjoy 
rendering services to the needy. I can work in a 
more creative way than ever”.  
 
Presently, he is running SRC in Tirla block and 
providing his services to tribal people.  

Ramdev Patel, from village Sodpur, Nalcha 

Block, was employed as helper at a tent house 
shops after completing his higher secondary 
exam in Dhar.  
 
After associating with SoUL program he 
worked as an assembler and distributor. He 
utilized the money that he earned from the 
program for purchasing his new two wheeler 
vehicle for around Rs. 50000, which is a large 
amount for assembly & distribution work in 
SoUL program. 
 
He says, “I feel proud for participating in SoUL 
program, I learned about education system, 
how to communicate with children” He has 
become very optimist about his future since 
he learned many things during his tenure in 
the SoUL program. 
 

HAPPINESS OF SUCCESS 
Mr. Hari Singh  
Banjara Tanda, Sendhawa, Madhya Pradesh 

BUYING  THE RIDE 
OF PRIDE 
Mr. Ramdev Patel 
Dhar, Nalcha, Madhya Pradesh 
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भेया नाभ मळल्ऩा याल शै| भैं डुगराऩनी गालॊ, 
कुळरगढ़, फाॊवलाडा की यशलावी शूॉ तथा भैं कषा ९ 
ली भें या.उ.भा.वलद्मारम डूगरयऩाड़ा भें ऩढ़ती शूॉ | भेये 
वऩताजी ककवान शैं | शभ रोग ४ बाई-फशन शैं | 
ऩुश्तैनी जभीन कुछ ४ फीघा शै कपय बी शभायी 
आश्रथाक ऩरयजस्थती गयीबफकी शी शै, औय भुजश्कर वे 
शभायी जजॊदगी का फवय शोता शै|   
  
शभायें गाॉल भें बफजरी की वभस्मा फशुत आती शै, 
कईं कईं हदनों तक बफजरी का कोई अताऩता नशीॊ 
यशता | बफजरी का कोई अन्म प्रालधान नशीॊ शै 
जजवके कायण अध्ममन भें कापी फाधाएॊ आती शै, 
ऩढ़ाई भुख्मत: श्रचभनी के वशाये शी शोती शै | 
  
ग्रामभण वलकाव रस्ट तथा आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई द्लाया 
वॊमोजजत वोरय रैंऩ ऩरयमोजना भें भैंने स्कूर वे 
१२० रू. भें वोरय रैंऩ प्रा्त ककमा | वोरय रैंऩ की 
योळनी श्रचभनी की तुरना भैं अश्रधक यशती शै तथा 
आॊखो भें जरन बी नशीॊ शोती शै | अबी भैं २ वे ३ 
घॊटे अश्रधक ऩढ़ वकती शूॉ  | 
  
श्रचभनी वे धुॊआ बी शोता शै जजववे ऩढ़ाई भें भन 
नशीॊ रगता | वाथ शी मश रैंऩ भम्भी जी के खाना 
फनाने ल ऩळुऩारन वे वभफॊश्रधत मबन्न मबन्न काभों 
भें उऩमोग भें आता शै | अत: इव ऩरयमोजना के 
भाध्मभ वे मभरे वोरय रैंऩ के कायण भुझे जो ऩढ़ाई 
भें वशामता शुई शै उव वे कषा आठली भें भैंने 
द्वलतीम िेणी प्रा्त की | इवके मरए ग्राभीण वलकाव 
रस्ट ल आई.आई.टी. भुॊफई का आबाय व्मक्त कयती 
शूॉ | 

आई.आई.टी.भुॊफई द्लाया वॊमोजजत १ मभरीमन वोरय 
ऊजाा रैंऩ ऩरयमोजना के अॊतगात यानाऩुय ्राक के 
स्कूरों भें वोरय रैंऩ का वलतयण शुआ | इव रैंऩ के 
कायण फशुतवे फच्चों को कापी राब शुआ |  उन्शीभें वे 
एक शै वयरा हशशोय |  
 
कषा ६ टी भें ऩढ़ यशी वयरा का कशना शै के जफ वे 
उनके घय भें वोर रैंऩ आमा शै लश अफ ३ वे ४ घॊटे 
अश्रधक ऩढ़ वकती शैं | उनके गालॊ भैं राईट की फशुत 
वभस्मा यशती शै औय कईं फाय लोल्टेज कभ शोने के 
कायण याबत्र भें ऩढ़ना वॊबल नशी शो ऩाता शै | 
 
गालॊ के रोगों द्लाया बफजरी के बफर का बुगतान नशीॊ 
कय ऩाने के कायण वल.उ.ट. वलबाग द्लाया राईट काट 
दी जाती शै, जजवके कायण बी ५ वे ६ दीन तक ऩढ़ 
नशीॊ ऩाते थ,े रेककन जफ वे वौय रैंऩ उन्शोंने खयीदा 
तफ वे उनकी ऩयेळाननमाॉ कापी शद तक कभ शो गमी शै 
| वाथ शी श्रचभनी के इस्तेभार वे शोने लारी तकरीपें  
जैवे की धुॊए वे आॉखों का जरना, वाॊव रेने भें हदक्कत 
शोना इत्माहद अबी नशीॊ शोती शैं, बफना धुॊए के आवानी 
वे ऩढ़ना वॊबल शो गमा, औय ऩमाालयण को बी कोई 
शानन नशीॊ ऩशुॉचती | स्कुर के प्राचामा बी रैंऩ की प्रळॊवा 
कयते शुए कशते शैं की ऐवी औय बी मोजनामे आनी 
चाहशए ताकक वायें फच्चों को एलॊ जजल्शे को राब ऩशुॊचे 
तथा एक वार की लायॊटी केलर १२० रूऩमे का रागत 
भूल्म अतुरनीम शै | 

ग्राभीण ऺेत्र को मभरी नमी 
यौळनी सोर से 
मळल्ऩा याल  
डुगराऩनी, कुळरगढ़, फाांसलाडा,याजस्थान 

सोर ने की फच्चों की 
ऩढ़ाई भभुककन 
सयरा हीहोय  
यानाऩयु, झाफआु,भध्मप्रदेळ  



ळशडोर जजल्शे के फुढाय वलकावखॊड के अॊतगात ग्राभ 
यवभोहशनी के ३३ लऴीम आहदलावी मुलक नयेळ फैगा 
अऩने ऩरयलाय के वाथ दैननक भजदयूी कय अऩना 
औय अऩने ऩुये ऩरयलाय का उदयऩोऴण कयते थे, नयेळ 
को इरेक्रोननक्व के काभ की ऩशरे वे शी फशुत 
रगन थी तथा लश छोटा भोटा काभ मदाकदा कयत े
यशते थ े ककॊ तु गालॊ भें उवे इव काभ वे कोई ख़ाव 
आभदनी नशी शोती थी | 
 
नयेळ को लन मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना भें 
अवेम्फमरॊग के कामा वे जोड़ा गमा | नयेळ ने फड़ी 
रगन औय ऩरयिभ वे १,४४७ रैंऩ अवेम्फर ककमे | 
नयेळ के शुनय के देखते शुए उवे एव.आय.वी. भैनेजय 
के रूऩ भें ननमुक्त कयने भें ककॊ श्रचत बी वोचना नशीॊ 
ऩड़ा | 
 
आज नयेळ का यवभोहशनी तथा आवऩाव के गालों भें 
वम्भान कापी फढ़ गमा शै | फच्चे अऩना रैंऩ 
वुध्रयलाने उवके ऩाव आते शैं | नयेळ जल्दी शी उन 
रैम्ऩों को वुधाय के फच्चों को ख़ुळी ख़ुळी रौटाता शै| 
नयेळ आवऩाव के वलद्मारमों भें भ्रभण कयके अऩनी 
वेलाएॊ देता शै |  
 

मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना के अॊतगात झफुआ जजल्शे के 
ऩेटरालद वल.ख. का चमन ककमा गमा | जजवभें वॊस्था 
द्लाया आवऩाव के ग्राभस्थों को इव कामा का प्रमळषण 
देकय उन्शें एक योज़गाय का अलवय प्रदान ककमा गमा, 
एलॊ उन्शें बवलष्म भें नमे वोरय के उत्ऩादनों के फाये भें 
फतामा गमा | इवभें वे ग्राभ जभरी के िी ईश्लय 
ऩाटीदाय जी न ेबी हशस्वा मरमा| ईश्लयजी नें कषा १०ली 
तक मळषा शामवर की शै, लें अऩने वऩता के वाथ 
मभरकय घय की खेती भें वशमोग कयते थ े| 
 
ईश्लयजी न े वोरय ऩरयमोजना भें प्रनतहदन ५० वे ६० 
तक वोरय रैंऩो का ननभााण ककमा, तथा रैंऩ वलतयण भें 
वशबाग रेकय १४००-१५०० वोरय रैंऩ वलतरयत ककमे, 
इव ऩूयी ऩरयमोजना वे उन्शें रगबग १५,००० वे २०,००० 
तक की आभदनी शुई |  
 
दो भाश भें वोर ऩरयमोजना वे जो इन्शोने आम अजजात 
की, उववे भाता वऩता को ईश्लय ऩय गला शोने रगा| इव 
ऩरयमोजना वे जुडकय उनका आत्भवलश्लाव फढ़ा औय लें 
अऩने जीलन की औय वकायात्भक दृष्टीकोण वे देखने 
रगे| ले इवीतयश मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना वे जुड़ े
यशना चाशते शैं औय ननयॊतय कामा कयना चाशते शैं | 
प्रा्त याळी वे लश ळादी की वाभग्री खयीदना चाशते शैं. 
जजववे उनके भाता-वऩता ऩय कभ फोझ आ वके | 

 
“…Myself Ms. Laxmi Sharma I am from 
Narayankhed village studying in standard 
10th I got a solar urja lamp it is very useful 
in my studies and same for other school 
going children also. In our village there is 
daily power shut down for 2-3 hours in 
evening time, because of that I was not 
able to study but now I can; using solar 
urja lamp. “ 
 
-Ms. Laxmi Sharma 
Narayankhed, Rajasthan 

भचुककरों ऩय भात मभमरमन 
सोर ऩरयमोजना के सांग 
ईकलय ऩाटीदाय 
ऩेटरालद, झाफुआ, भध्मप्रदेळ  

मभमरमन सोर ऩरयमोजना से 
जुड़कय सधुयी ऩारयलारयक चस्थनत 
नयेळ फैगा 
फुढाय, यसभोदहनी, भध्मप्रदेळ  

“… Myself Ms. Bhavana Kuwar, I am from 
Narayankhed I got a lamp which is very 
useful in study purpose and also in evening 
when there is no electricity. I also use lamp 
for cooking purpose in evening. Lamp is 
also useful for during farming activities & 
also helps while coming back from farms 
during the evening as there is no street 
light. Because of lamp I cleared my SSC 
board exam it helps me when there is not 
light in night. Important thing is that it only 
costs 120Rs.” 
 
-Ms. Bhavana Kuwar 
  Narayankhed, Rajasthan 

Page  25 Page 16 



Mahantiput Upper Primary School is present in 

Kotpad Block of Koraput District. It is about 2 
kilometers from the Bobeya Gram Panchayat. 
Mahantiput Village has almost 100 households 
out of which around 75 houses are still not 
electrified. It is a tribal village and having a 
single school in the village.  As most of the 
households are un-electrified, chimney based 
on kerosene were used for lighting for these 
villagers. Students of this village were elated 
when distributors came to the villages for SoUL 
distribution. 
 
Every student purchased SoUL. When we 
interacted with the students of class 8th they 
told us that their self-study hours have 
increased after getting the SoUL from 1 hour to 
2.5 hours. They also stated that we had secured 
good marks in the annual exam as compare to 
the half yearly exam after getting SoUL which 
they received after their half yearly exams.   
 
The failure percentage was almost 30%. These 
students were suffering a lot due to 
unavailability of a clean source of light to study 
Through IITB’s Million SoUL Program distributed 
SoULs (Solar Urja Lamps) students got 
affordable and clear source of light for their 
studies. Their annual performance was 
increased. The annual result is as follows: 

कशानी ग्राभ नछनभाय, वलकावखॊड – फुढाय जजल्शा 
ळशडोर के घने जॊगरों के फीच फवा एक गालॊ शै जशाॉ 
१५ लऴा ऩशरे कबी बफजरी की व्राई की व्मलस्था 
थी | तफ वे आज तक ग्राभलावी बफजरी की याश 
देखते देखते भामूव वे शो गमे थ े|  
 
१ मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना के तशत रैंऩ वलतयक 
िी दाभोदय प्रवाद ळुक्रा की भुराकात ग्राभ नछनभाय 
के मळषक भदनमवॊश वे शुई | िी भदनमवॊश को 
ऩरयमोजना वे रैंऩ वलतयण के फायें भें ऩशरे वे ऩता 
चर चूका था | भदनमवॊश ने दाभोदय ळुक्रा को 
अऩने गालॊ भें फुराकय वलद्मारम भें फच्चों के वाभन े
रैंऩ का प्रदळान कयलामा | गालॊ के २० वलद्माश्रथामों ने 
रैंऩ ख़यीदे | आज गालॊ के शय घय भें रैंऩ की यौळनी 
शै ल रोगों के चेशये ऩय वॊतोऴ शै | 
 
भदनमवॊश के ळ्दों भें “बफजरी की व्मलस्था न शोने 
के कायण गालॊ के फच्चे यात भें भुजश्कर वे १ घॊट बी 
नशीॊ ऩढ़ ऩाते थ,े जजव लजश वे मळषा का स्तय बी 
कापी कभजोय था | आज फच्चे २ वे ३ घॊटे ऩढ़ने 
रगे शैं | वलद्मारम भें उनकी मळषा के स्तय भें वुधय 
देखने मभर यशा शै | गालॊ के मरए रैंऩ एक फशुत फड़ी 
वौगात के रूऩ भें आमा शै | गालॊ के रोग रैंऩ 
वलतयक, वॊस्था ल ऩरयमोजना  के प्रनत कृतस शैं|” 

भैं कैराळ धाकड़, गाॉल खेड़ी, ग्राभ ऩॊचामत तेजऩुय, 
ऩॊचामत वमभनत फेगूॉ का ननलावी शूॉ, तथा याजकीम 
भाध्ममभक वलद्मारम तेजऩुय भें कषा ५ ली भें ऩढ़ता 
शूॉ| वौर प्रोजेक्ट के अॊतगात फेगूॉ ्रॉक भे एप.इ.एव. 
वॊस्था द्लाया स्कूरों भें वलध्माश्रथामों को वोरय रैम्ऩ 
वलतरयत ककए गए थे, तबी भैंने बी लश रैंऩ ख़यीदा | 
भेये घय राईट कनैक्ळन शैं ऩयॊतु ळाभ के वभम 
अश्रधकतय वभम राईट कटी यशती शैं तो शभें श्रचभनी भे 
ऩढ़ाई कयनी ऩड़ती शै ।  
 
शभें स्कूर भें जो वोरय ऊजाा रैम्ऩ मभरा शै उव रैम्ऩ 
का भूल्म १२० रूऩमे शै, औय ३८० रुऩमे वफमवडी  काट 
कय शभे मभरा शैं, इव रैम्ऩ को धूऩ भे ८ घॊटे चाजा 
कयने के फाद इववे ळाभ को २ वे ३ घॊटे ऩढ़ता शूॉ, भेयी 
फशन कृष्णा धाकड़ जो कषा १० ली भे ऩढ़ती शै लो बी 
इव रैम्ऩ वे यात को २-३ घॊटे ऩढ़ती शै, ऩढ़ते लक्त 
इवकी योळनी वे शभायी आॊखे जरती नशीॊ शैं, औय इव 
लऴा शभ अधालावऴाक ऩयीषा भें अच्छे नॊफय रा वकें गे | 
 
भेयी भाॉ बी इव रैम्ऩ का उऩमोग खाना फनाने भें 
कयती शैं कबी कफाय भेये ऩाऩा इव रैम्ऩ को रेकय खेत 
भे पवर की यखलारी कयने के मरए बी जात ेशैं, इव 
रैम्ऩ भें दो भोड शोने के कायण वुवलधा अनुवाय इवकी 
योळनी को शभ कभ ज्मादा कय वकते शैं औय मश रैम्ऩ 
शभाये मरए शय तयश वे भददगाय वाबफत शो यशा शैं, औय 
शभे जो एक वार की फ्री ववलाव दे यशे शे उववे शभे 
ऩूणा वलश्लाव शै की इव रैम्ऩ का उऩमोग शभ कापी 
वभम तक कय वकें गे।  

सोर से हुई ऩढ़ाई आसान  
 

कैराळ धाकड़  
तेजऩुय, फेगूॊ, याजस्थान 

प्राध्माऩकजीके भागगदळगन से 
हुआ सोर वलतयण 
भदन मसांह  
प्राध्माऩक, ळासकीम उच्चा वलद्मारम 
नछनोद, फुढ़ाय, ळहडोर, भध्म प्रदेळ 

A PARADIGM OF EXCELLENCE 
IN ACADEMICS 
Mahantiput Upper Primary School  
Kotpad, Odisha  

Figure: Increase in the Annual Percentages 

of the Students 
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When his wife Mrs. Maya Devi stood for the 
election of Sarpanch of the village in June 2015, 
his eminent image helped her to win this 
elections. The amount of social influence that he 
earned, utilized for the appropriate cause and at 
present he is working real hard for the welfare of 
the village along with her wife. 

Sometimes the efforts put in a greater cause 

pays off in a totally unprecedented way. The 
success story of Mr. Sayarmal is one such 
example, living a small village of Bateri, of Block 
Mandal, District Bhilwara Rajasthan, used to 
earn living just from the farming activities.  
 
Apart from this he was also associated with FES, 
local N.G.O. and worked on the program basis. 
Fighting with poor financial condition he came 
to know about IIT-B’s Million SoUL Program, he 
grabbed the opportunity to work as a SoUL 
(Solar Urja Lamp) assembler & distributor 
during the first phase of the program in June 
2014. His dedication & focused efforts led him 
to successfully assemble around 9,000 SoULs & 
he could distribute around 7,000 SoULs. He 
earned around Rs.1,75,000 from the total 
program activities. He created and  worked in 
several groups and paid them their respective 
remunerations.  
 
Mr. Sayarmal’s ingenious and tenacious efforts 
of SoUL assembly & distribution helped him not 
only personally but also socially as well Due to 
his association with Million SoUL Program many 
people started recognizing him as SoUL 
distributor, and the way SoUL helped the village 
students in studies; he earned himself a 
reputed image and became a very popular 
personality in his village. 

वलकराांगता ऩय भात  
सोर के साथ 
बेरू रार 
घाटोर, फाॊवलाडा, याजस्थान 

1 मभमरमन वोर ऊजाा रैम्ऩ ऩरयमोजना के अॊतगात 
याजस्थान के फाॊवलाडा जज़रे के घाटोर ्रॉक भे 
आई.आई.टी.भुॊफई औय GVT वॊस्थान द्लाया चरामे जा यशे 
अवेम्फमरॊग वेंटय ऩय ऩॊचभशुड़ी गाॉल भे यशने लारे एक 
गयीफ ऩरयलाय का वलकराॊग मुलक बेरू रार जो की 
लताभान भे फी. ए. द्वलतीम लऴा भे  प्राइलेट ऩेऩय देने की 
तैमायी कय यशा शै, वाथ शी लश ऩढ़ाई के मरए आम 
अजजात कयना चाशता शै,  इव ऩरयमोजना भें वशबागी 
शुआ| 
  
इव ऩरयमोजना वे जुडने के मरए जीलीटी द्लाया चराई 
गई 4 हदलवीम रेननॊग भे उवने हशस्वा मरमा ओय उवने 
रगन वे रेननॊग री| रेननॊग के ऩश्चात ्उवने वेंटय ऩय 
वोरय रैम्ऩ अवेंफमरॊग का काभ ळुरू ककमा ओय उवने 
(एक भाश) कुर 155 रैम्ऩ अवेम्फर ककए | अन्म रोगो 
को वलतयण कामा कयते देखकय उवने वोर प्रोजेक्ट 
इॊचाजा के वाभने डडस्री्मूटय फनने का प्रस्ताल यखा, 
उवने मश कशा की भै अऩने आव ऩाव के गाॉल भें मश 
वाभाजजक कामा कयना चाशता शूॉ, मश फात वुनकय 
प्रोजेक्ट इॊचाजा द्लाया बेरुरार को प्रोत्वाशन हदमा गमा 
औय उवे वोर वलतयक ननमुक्त ककमा गमा| 
 
 
इव कामा भे उवका छोटा बाई उवकी भदद कय यशा शै| 
उवका शोवरा फढ़ाए जाने के ऩरयणाभ स्लरुऩ इवी रगन 
के वाथ बेरु रार न ेअफ तक कुर 164 रैम्ऩ वलतयण 
ककए शै | बेरू रार को आळा शै की इव ऩरयमोजना भें 
कामा कयते शुए लश अऩनी ऩढ़ाई का खचा लशन कयने के 
वाथ शी अऩनी आजीवलका का उऩाजान कयता यशेगा औय 
बवलष्म भें बी वोरय ऊजाा वे वम्फॊश्रधत उऩकयणों का 
कामा कयेगा | लताभान भे बेरू रार के गाॉल भे फशुत वे 
घयो भे बफजरी नशीॊ शै ओय उन घयों भें वोरय रैम्ऩ का 
वदऩुमोग शो यशा शै |  
 

वोरय रैंऩ का उऩमोग घय के वदस्मो द्लाया ऩढ़ाई के 
वाथ वाथ अऩने घय के अन्म दैननक कामो भें बी 
ककमा जाता शै | घय के रोगो वे फातचीत के दौयान 
शभे मश जानकायी प्रा्त शुई की गाल भें बफजरी की 
उऩजस्थती नशीॊ शोने वे तथा इव वोरय रैम्ऩ के आने 
वे ऩशरे ऩूयी यात अॊधेये भे कटती थी ओय केयोमवन 
की श्रचभनी का प्रमोग ककमा जाता था तथा दैननक 
कामा वॊऩन्न कयने भे फशुत शी ऩयेळाननमों का वाभना 
ककमा जाता था रेककन इव रैम्ऩ के आने के ऩश्चात 
अफ वाये कामा कयने भे आवानी शोती शै ओय यात भें 
आने लारी हदक्कते बी वभा्त शो गमी वोरय ऊजाा 
रैंऩ एक स्लच्छ ननळुल्क औय वुयक्षषत यौळनी देकय 
रोगों के घयों औय जीलन को योळन कय यशा शै | 

SoUL BRINGS THE 
PHENOMENAL FAME 
Mr. Sayarmal Prajapat 
Mandal, Bhilwara, Rajasthan 
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“….. We certify that in our school overall 
results are getting improved because of 
solar lamps, distributed by BAIF with the 
help of IITB. This solar lamp is very useful 
for our students in their study and their 
overall percentages are increasing, we are 
thankful to IITB for distributing these solar 
lamp, and we are hoping that IITB will keep 
on running this kinds of programs to help 
student s in rural areas.” 
 
-Govt. Office of Girls High Medium 
School Ahtner , Betul,  Madhya 
Pradesh.  

“….. This energy saver lamp helps  school 
going students who belong to minor 
category.  Due to lack of electricity during 
the night, they were not able to do their 
home work. But after getting the solar urja 
lamp they are able to complete their home 
work even if there is no electricity.  
Due to warranty and free repair students 
are benefited the most. hope the same type 
of energy we will use for all our daily 
activities.” 
 
-Mr. Rajendra Singh 
Principal, Sharda Bal Vidya Mandir 
Semlapur, Rajasthan 

SoUL IS ILLUMINATING 

THE FUTURE OF  
JHABUA STUDENTS 

The Solar Urja Lamp (SoUL) program is getting 

popular among schools students and is showing 
positive results in the remote tribal town of 
Jhabua and Dhar district. Jhabua and Dhar is 
typical tribal town with many un-electrified 
villages and long power cuts making it power 
starved area. The hilly terrain of the region and 
dispersed habitation of tribal community is 
making it all the more difficult for govt. to 
connect all the habitations of the villages with 
electric power supply. 
  
This is a grim scenario and women & students 
are particularly affected by it as they are not 
getting proper light for their domestic works 
and studies respectively. The women are forced 
to inhale the hazardous smoke emitting 
kerosene lamps while the students are not able 
to develop a habit of study at their homes post-
school hours. Thus a question arises naturally 
that what needs to be done to overcome this? 
Should the rural population of this region wait 
for the development of better power 
infrastructure? If this is so, we will deprive at 
least one generation of our students in wait of 
better power infrastructure. In order to address 
these issues, IIT-B, with its expertise in 
developing technology, has come up with Solar 
Study Lamps for School students. Thus the idea 
of Solar Study Lamp (SOUL) program is 
developed and it included other good features 
like local assembly & distribution of lamps for 
providing employment to village youths and 
repair services after lamp delivery for a 
minimum period of one year. 
  
In order to implement this program in this 
remote tribal region, IIT-B recognized GVT’s 
vast experience and deep outreach in the 
region and selected it for implementation of 
this ambitious program.  

GVT has started working on this program from 
May 2014 and its efforts are bringing positive 
results at the field level. As per the news 
published in newspaper i.e. “Nai Duniya” on 
26.11.2014, this program is becoming popular 
among school students and teachers. The 
compact design and its simple functioning of 
the lamp is attracting the students and they 
are happily paying Rs.120/- for the lamp as 
their contribution. Experiencing its benefits, 
now more & more schools want the lamps for 
their students. There is a sense of competition 
among schools to get this lamp for all the 
students and GVT is flooded with demands 
from such schools. One student, Master Diwan 
Meda, from Govt. Middle School, Choti 
kawdawad village (Jhabua) is happy after 
getting this lamp and stated that now he does 
not get the scolding from his teachers as now 
he can study at this home. Ms. Sunita Solanki, 
from Govt. Middle school, Mindal village is 
enjoying group students as students from 
neighboring homes are gathering at her home 
for study. Thus this lamp is inculcating the 
habit of doing home-work among rural 
students and helping them in their studies. In 
the words of Mr. Dhanraju, IAS, CEO, Zila 
Panchayat, and Jhabua: “This lamp is a boon 
for rural students of regions like Jhabua as it 
provides them the Right to Study”. 
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भध्मप्रदेळ के आहदलावी फाशुल्म जजल्शा फड़लानी जजल्शे 
का वफवे वऩछड़ा षेत्र जजवके अॊतगात ग्राभ चेली वतऩुड़ा 
की ऩशाडड़मों भें फवा शुआ शै| ग्राभ चेली फड़ी-फड़ी 
ऩशाडड़मों के फीच तीन चाय ककरोभीटय के षेत्रपर भें 
ऩाॊच पमरमों भें फवा शुआ शै | ग्राभ के भुख्म स्थान 
तक आलागभन शेतु कच्ची वड़क स्थावऩत शै, ऩयन्तु 
इव स्थान वे पमरमों तक ऩशुॉचाने के मरए ऩगडॊडीमों 
का वशाया रेना ऩढ़ता शै औय मशी ऩगडॊडीमाॊ बी खतयों 
वे बयी शुई शै, जया वी बी चुक शो जामे तो बायी 
नुक्वान उठाना ऩड़ता शै | इवी कायण इन ऩगडॊडीमों 
ऩय अॉधेये के वभम चरने का वोचा बी नशीॊ जा वकता 
शै | ग्राभ के अश्रधकाॊळ ननलावी अमळक्षषत शैं, जजनका 
भुख्म व्मलवाम भजदयूी शै | इवी व्मलवाम के भाध्मभ 
वे ग्राभीण रोग अऩना जीलन माऩन कयते शैं | मशाॉ के 
ननलामवमों का यशन वशन आश्रथाक ऩरयजस्थनतमों के 
कायण ननम्न स्तय का शै | 
 
भध्मप्रदेळ ळावन कक जनकल्माणकायी मोजनाए एलॊ 
उनके प्रचाय प्रवाय के कायण मशाॊ के ननलावी अमळक्षषत 
शोने के फालजुद अऩने फच्चों को ऩढ़ा मरखा कय फड़ा 
आदभी फनाना चाशते शैं | इवीकायण मशाॊ के अश्रधकाॊळ 
ऩरयलाय अऩने फच्चों को स्कुर भें दाणखर कयला कय 
उन्शें स्कुर बेज यशें शैं | ऩयन्तु हदन का ऩूया वभम 
स्कुर एलॊ घयेरु कामों भें व्मतीत शो जाता शै तथा यात्री 
भें बफजरी की आॉख मभचोरी मा ऩूणा तयश वे 
अनुऩर्धता के कायण मशाॉ के छात्र-छात्राएॊ अऩना 
अध्ममन कामा नशीॊ कय ऩा यशे थ े| जो ऩरयलाय वषभ 
थ े लश केयोमवन अथला अन्म भाध्मभों वे प्रकाळ की 
व्मलस्था कय अऩने फच्चों को अध्माऩन की वुवलधा 
उऩर्ध कया यशे थ,े ऩयन्तु मश वुवलधा केलर मवमभत 
ऩरयलायों कों शी उऩर्ध शो ऩा यशी थी | 
 
आळाग्राभ रस्ट फड़लानी द्लाया इव षेत्र भें वऩछरे एक 
दळक वे ग्राभ वलकाव शेतु वतत प्रमाव ककमे जा यशे शैं| 
वॊस्था के प्रनतननश्रधमों द्लाया इव ग्राभ के भ्रभण के 
दौयान बी मश देखा गमा की वम्ऩूणा ग्राभ वलकाव के 
मरए मळषा एक भशत्त्लऩूणा एलॊ अननलामा भाध्मभ शै | 
इव फीच आई.आई.टी. फॉम्फे द्लाया “शय फच्चे को 
यौळनी का अश्रधकाय” शेतू वॊचामरत वय दोयाफजी टाटा 
रस्ट एलॊ १ मभमरमन वोर ऩरयमोजना के कामाान्लमन 
शेतु फड़लानी जजल्शे के ऩाटी, ननलावी एलॊ फड़लानी 
वलकावखॊड के मरए आळाग्राभ रस्ट का चमन ककमा 
गमा | 

Vaishnavi Bharat Walunj, residing in a small 

village of Sangamner, dist. Ahmednagar, 
Maharashtra. She studies in 9th standard, and 
like the students in most of the villages nearby 
to her she also faced great difficulties in her 
studies during the dark hours after the dusk. 
  
As her village faces extremely erratic supply of 
electricity, her studies used to suffer a lot. As 
being a girl it was difficult for her to manage to 
get over with her studies before her household 
activities. By the time she was done with her 
daily chores it was dark as it can get & her 
eagerness to study to dim down as the light of 
the kerosene lamp was. 
  
She says, ”Despite of being very enthusiastic for 
the studies, it was very hard to pursue studies 
due problem of light.” Her parents were also 
very supportive with her studies but helpless to 
resolve the question of bringing light in the 
night, right when local IP WOTR distributed 
Solar Urja Lamp in her school, where she got an 
opportunity to buy a lamp for her, that proved 
to be a great solution for her problem. She 
could study during the dark hours after 
finishing her daily household activities & 
without facing any irritation or health hazards. 
She says that the most significant part of buying 
solar lamp was that it runs on solar energy so it 
doesn’t incur any cost & a year ling repair and 
maintenance facility that ensures it’s working 
for longer time.  

This story is about Shri Sunder Lal son of  

Mr.Budhei, aged about 29 years and resident 
of village Sajpani, Block Ghughri, District 
Mandla. He has studied till 10th standard and 
was engaged in the farming as his family has 
been doing. 
His wife is a member of ‘self help group’ of her 
village. She often visited the campus of 
‘CARD’, Ghughri to take the trainings 
regarding agricultural activities conducted in 
the ‘Mahila Kissan Sashktikaran Program’ by 
CARD.  When Million SoUL Program started in 
their block, she advised her husband to 
participate in the training. 
Mr. Sunder Lal took the advice of his wife and 
participated in the training and became a part 
of the Million SoUL Program. He initially was 
engaged in the activity of assembling lamps 
and subsequently also worked as a distributor 
work. With his skill, dedication and hard work, 
he was able to earn Rs. 45,735 in just 4 
months! His this dedication and hard work 
further qualified him to become a SRC 
Manager of ‘Donger Mandla’ , through which 
he is trying to become a solar entrepreneur. 
His family acknowledges the role of Million 
SoUL Program as an additional source of 
earning. The earnings from the program have 
been the highest for the family so far. 
 

रैंऩ एक कामग अनेक 
आळाग्राभ रस्ट, फड़लानी  

SoUL RESOLVES THE  
BIG PROBLEM 
Vaishnavi Bharat Walunj 
Sangamner, Ahmednagar, Maharashtra 

ऩरयमोजनान्तगात कषा ५ ली वे १२ ली तक के वबी 
छात्र- छात्राओॊ को अध्माऩन कामा भें बफजरी की कभी 
वे आ यशी वभस्मों के वभाधान शेतु वौय ऊजाा वे 
चरन ेलारे रैंऩ का वलतयण केलर १२० रू. के ळुल्क भें 
पयलयी २०१४ वे वलाप्रथभ ऩाटी एलॊ ननलारी वलकावखॊड 
भें प्रायॊब ककमा गमा | मश रैंऩ ऩूणात: वौय ऊजाा ऩय 
आधारयत शै इव कायण अफ मशाॉ के छात्र छात्राएॊ बफना 
ककवी वभस्मा के यात्री भें अऩना अध्ममन कय वकते शैं 
एलॊ आगाभी लावऴाक ऩयीषाओॊ भे उत्कृष्ठ प्रदळान कयने 
के मरए प्रनतफद्ध शैं |  
 
ग्राभ वयऩॊच िी वुयेळ वोरॊकी द्लाया फतामा गमा की 
इव ऩरयमोजना के भाध्मभ वे वलतरयत ककमे गए रैंऩ वे 
शभाये ग्राभ के छात्र अऩने अध्माऩन कामा को बरी 
बाॉती रूऩ वे ऩूणा कय यशें शैं, इवके वाथ-वाथ ग्राभलावी 
बी इव रैंऩ के भाध्मभ वे याबत्र के वभम अऩने कृवऴ 
कामों को बी ऩूणा कय यशें शैं | ग्राभ ननलावी िी 
जगनमवॊश वोरॊकी द्लाया फतामा गमा की ऩरयमोजना के 
भाध्मभ वे प्रदाम रैंऩ का उऩमोग अध्माऩन के वाथ 
वाथ याबत्र के वभम आलागभन, वाॊस्कृनतक एलॊ 
ऩायॊऩरयक कामों भें ककमा जा यशा शै | ग्राभ ननलावी 
िीभती शरयमरफाईजी न े फतामा के रैंऩ अध्माऩन के 
वाथ वाथ शभाये मरए बी लयदान वाबफत शुआ शै, अफ 
ग्राभ की भहशराएॊ यात्री भें केयोमवन के यौळनी भें खाना 
नशीॊ फनाती, वोरय रैंऩ की भदद वे शी अफ खाना 
फनता शै, जजववे केयोमवन की फचत शोती शै तथा 
केयोमवन रैंऩ वे ननकरने लारे धुॊए के दषु्ऩरयणाभों वे 
वुयषा मभर गमी शै| 
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